
 H.M.S. Hood Association | The Chough, Spring, 2022 1 

 

Chairman’s Address 
By William Sutherland, Commander, Royal Navy 

 

 

Farewell from me after five challenging but 

successful years 

This is my last article as chairman of the H.M.S. 
Hood Association.  I shall be standing down 
from the chairmanship at our AGM in May. 
 
When I took over as chairman in May 2017 
(succeeding the redoubtable Hood veteran Cdr 
Keith Evans) it was clear to me, and everyone, 
that the next five years would be busy and 
demanding ones.  That year, Hood’s loss was 

76 years back in time and, like all heritage organisations like ours, we were 
moving rapidly towards a time of transition, an era in which the last of the 
veterans would pass away.  Some associations like ours had already folded, and 
others were finding it increasingly difficult to survive. But, just before, in 2014, 
the Association had organised a comprehensive survey of the full membership, 
who let us know, in no uncertain terms, that they believed there was still a role, 
and a need, for an H.M.S. Hood Association.  Since then, we have lost every 
veteran except one (the amazing Victor Osborne of British Columbia, Canada) 
but our Association has remained busy and vigorous. 

 
In 2017, although we had just emerged from the organisational demands of the 
ceremonies we held to mark the centenary of Hood’s keel-laying, we then faced 
the challenge of organising, in 2018, further events to mark the centenary of 
Hood’s launch.  These 2018 events – in Clydebank and London - went ahead very 
successfully.  Last year, we organised the phenomenally successful ‘Shine a Light’ 
initiative, to mark the 80th anniversary of Hood’s loss, and we have followed that 
up with the production, by Vice-president and filmmaker Rob White, of two 
excellent films about Hood. 
 
More broadly, In the five years since 2017, in order to ‘spread the word’ about 
Hood and her men, we have redoubled our efforts to reach out to other, 
predominantly youth-based, organisations: in addition to our cherished link with 
Boldre Church and our support of our affiliated cadet units (TS Tenacity in 
Portchester and TS Hood in St Austell, Cornwall) we also formed an affiliation 
with West College Scotland in Clydebank, with the village of Middleton Cheney in 
Northamptonshire (close to the site of the former Admiral Holland pub), with 
Leeds Old Boys youth football team in Yorkshire, with Durness Primary School in 
the Highlands and with Applegarth Primary School in North Yorkshire.  In 
addition, we have links with dynamic Portsmouth heritage group ‘Pompey Pals’ 
and with Severn Valley Railway (owners of the ‘Hood’ locomotive.)  Our 
affiliations are not confined to the UK, as we also have links with two Canadian 
institutions: Nova Scotia’s Chestico Museum and Marystown Model Ship Gallery  
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H.M.S. Hood Assocation 
(formed 1975) 

 

Your Committee and office holders 

Patron: Viscount Hood 
President: Rear-Admiral Philip Wilcocks, C.B., D.S.C., D.L. 

 
Vice Presidents: Frank Allen, Paul Bevand, David Mearns, Rob White 

Office / position Name Contact 

Chairman Commander William Sutherland chairman@hmshood.org.uk 

Vice chairman and  
Membership Secretary 

Mike Ware membership@hmshood.org.uk 

Secretary Simon Wakeling secretary@hmshood.org.uk 

Event Planning Mark Jackson events@hmshood.org.uk 

Slops (items for sale) Michael Murrell slopshop@hmshood.org.uk 

Archivist /artefact donations Barry Roberts archivist@hmshood.org.uk 

Treasurer George Wronski  

Chaplain Rev. Ali Mepham chaplain@hmshood.org.uk 

Enquiries James Warrand enquiries@hmshood.org.uk 

Social Media Alex Ray media@hmshood.org.uk 

Non Committee Office Holders 

Cadet Liaison Malcolm Coomer cadets@hmshood.org.uk 

Web site Frank Allen SiteAdmin@hmshood.com 

Chough editor Paul Bevand paul@hmshood.org.uk 

Chough article co-ordination Jackie Miller chough@hmshood.org.uk 

Iceland Rep. Egill Thorfinnsson  

Standard Bearer Mark Jackson  

 

Forthcoming Events 

Date Place Details 

Saturday 21 May 2022 
15:00 to 16:30 

Brocks Bar, 
Royal Maritime Club, 
Portsmouth 

Annual General Meeting 
(option of attendance in person or via Zoom) 

Saturday 21 May 2022 
18:30 for 19:00 

Ballroom, 
Royal Maritime Club 

Annual Dinner 

Sunday 22 May 2022 
10:00am 

St. Ann's Church, 
HMNB Portsmouth 

Memorial Service. Meet at Victoria Gate at 09.30 for Service at 
10.00 

Sunday 29 May 2022 
11:00am 

Church of St John the 
Baptist, 
Boldre 

Boldre Church Service 

Friday 11 November 
2022, 
10:45am 

Portsmouth Naval War 
Memorial, 
Southsea Common 

2022 Remembrance Service 

Looking ahead… 

Saturday 20 May 2023 Royal Maritime Club AGM and Annual Dinner 

Saturday 25 May 2024 Royal Maritime Club AGM and Annual Dinner 

Please treat the above as formal notification to members of the place, date and time of this year’s AGM. 

AGM Papers will be issued in early May to the whole membership, by Email or hard copy 

(in accordance with members' stated preferences.)  

https://www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk/
https://www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk/
https://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/our-organisation/bases-and-stations/naval-base/portsmouth
https://www.bsbb.org.uk/st-johns/
https://www.bsbb.org.uk/st-johns/
https://www.bsbb.org.uk/st-johns/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/144703/portsmouth-naval-memorial/
https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/144703/portsmouth-naval-memorial/
https://www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk/
https://www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk/
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Continued from page 1 
 
in Newfoundland.  Our Association looks outwards to 
people of all ages; it looks to the future as well as the 
past. 
 
Nor have we neglected the need to keep our members 
and others ‘in the picture’.  Our fantastic website and our 
social media presence on Facebook and Twitter play an 
important role in that.  Also, in recent years, much work 
has gone on, behind the scenes, to ensure that our 
Association meets today’s data protection requirements, 
and that it achieves high standards of openness and 
transparency.  Our ‘Chough’ magazine, in addition to its 
generous helpings of interesting and entertaining 
articles, also supplements other Association ‘round 
robin’ emails and letters in keeping members informed, 
in good time, about forthcoming Association activities 
and events.  We have also sought to make our 
committee members both visible and accessible, in order 
to allow maximum opportunity for the wider Association 
membership to comment and contribute. 
 
I believe that the secret of our success is teamwork.  
There are twelve places on our Association committee 
(whose meetings are now largely Zoom-based) and every 
committee member stands down at each AGM.  Most of 
them will be re-elected, but any Association member can 
stand for election to committee.  I shall be happy to 
continue on the committee – but it is up to those 
members at the AGM to vote on whether they wish me 
to do so or not.  That is democracy!  As for the 
chairmanship itself, I know of one current committee 
member who is a volunteer to assume this role in May, 
and who is highly qualified and able to do so.  That 
person will have my personal support.  But committee 
membership – and, indeed chairmanship – of the 
Association is open to any member.  As I bid farewell to 
the chair, I urge all members to make whatever 
contribution they can to the work of our unique 
Association. 
 
Ventis secundis!  
 

From Your Committee 
 

Membership – new PayPal facility 

 
The HMSHA Membership Secretary is pleased to 
announce that we now have a new “recurring payment 
facility” through PayPal subscription, accessed through 
our website. When a member pays his/her subscription 
through PayPal using the “SUBSCRIBE” button, a 
recurring payment will be set up to automatically pay the 
next subscription due in 12 months’ time and will 
continue until the member cancels the facility. An email 

will be sent to members using this system as a receipt for 
the payment and advising the date when the next 
subscription will be made. This facility can be removed at 
any time by using the “UNSUBSCRIBE” button. The 
system has several advantages: it reduces the work 
involved in issuing subscription reminders and will 
remove the risk of members forgetting to pay or losing 
track of when their payment is due. 
 
One disadvantage of the system is that it establishes a 
fixed £12.00 payment. We are, naturally, grateful to the 
many members who pay more than this amount. Any 
member wishing to top up their (very reasonably priced!) 
subscription fee can do so by making a donation using 
the ”DONATE” button at the bottom of the same page 
on the web site. 
 
The various buttons can all be found on the Join the 
Association or Renew your Membership page on the web 
site. 
  
Although we would encourage members to use this 
system for the reasons outlined above, it is of course 
entirely optional and all previous methods of payment 
are equally valid. 
  

Accommodation for the Reunion Dinner 

 
As usual the venue, the Royal Maritime Club and Hotel, 
Portsmouth, has reserved several rooms for HMSHA 
members accommodation. However, the RMC has now 
informed HMSHA that they intend to release these 
rooms to the general public in the near future. 
 
Therefore, if you are intending to join us for the dinner 
and wish to stay at the RMC, it is recommended that you 
think about placing a room booking as soon as possible. 
 

 
 

Chestico Museum, Nova Scotia 

 
Many of you will recall that we are now in touch with the 
Chestico Museum, Port Hood, Nova Scotia. The Museum 
emails us the tri-annual newsletter published by the 
Chestico Historical Society. It is a very interesting read for 
anyone interested in the history and development of 
that part of the world.  If anyone would like to receive 

http://www.hmshood.org.uk/association/membership.htm
http://www.hmshood.org.uk/association/membership.htm
http://www.hmshood.org.uk/association/membership.htm
https://www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk/
https://www.royalmaritimeclub.co.uk/
http://chesticoplace.com/
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copies please email Jackie at: 
mailto:chough@hmshood.org.uk 
 

Association Annual Events 21st, 22nd May 
AGM, Reunion Dinner and Church Service 

 

Our inheritance 

 
Have you ever wondered why our annual dinner in May 
is labelled ‘Reunion’?  Well, the word has its roots in the 
origins of this yearly event: right from the start of our 
Association more than 40 years ago this dinner was a 
‘reunion’ of old comrades who had served in Hood, 
gathering together with their families, friends and 
supporters.  The Association is now a worldwide 
organisation of hundreds of members, and the last of our 
UK-based veterans has now passed away, but it is still 
appropriate to use the word ‘reunion’ to remind us of 
the link between the modern-day Association and the 
Hood veterans who set it up all these years ago.  We are 
inheritors of a proud tradition. 
 

 
 

Twenty years ago our events in May really were a Reunion. 
Pictured above are (L to R) ‘Les McConnell (Ernie McConnel’s 

brother). Ted Briggs (survivor), Ernie McConnell (standard 
bearer, veteran), Jim Taylor (veteran), Peter Heys (chairman), 
Frank Pavey (veteran), Ron Paterson (Chaplain, veteran), Paul 
Bevand (web site), Alan Plant (member) and Ken ‘Nobby’ Clark 

(treasurer, veteran) 

 

An opportunity to participate 

 
Both the AGM (to be held at 3 p.m. on the 21st May) and 
the Reunion Dinner (at 6.30 for 7.00 that evening) are 
important events in the life of our Association.  With our 
annual remembrance ceremony each November, the 
Saturday AGM and reunion dinner, and the Sunday 
dockyard church service, are the key opportunities for 
Association members to get together in fellowship.  The 
AGM is the best opportunity for members to have an 

input into the running of the Association – YOUR 
Association.  ALL committee members stand down at 
that meeting, and, although most will stand for re-
election, there is usually an infusion of ‘new blood’ to the 
committee from among the wider membership.  That is 
healthy.  Let’s keep that tradition going!  To permit 
maximum participation and engagement, this year, for 
the first time, it is intended to hold the AGM both in 
person and on Zoom.  Further details will be 
promulgated with AGM papers in due course. 
 

An enjoyable social event 

 
Your Association committee would love to see as many 
members as possible attend our 21st May events – and, 
if desired, the church service in the dockyard the 
following morning.  There are loads of good reasons for 
attending: The AGM gives the chance for members to 
‘meet the team’ who work for the Association on your 
behalf; the dinner itself is great fun; and Portsmouth is a 
fine, historic place to visit for a weekend.  
 

 
The dinner will take place in the ballroom 

of the Royal Maritime Club 

 
This year, following disruption caused by COVID over the 
last two years, we hope to be back at ‘full throttle’!  We 
have a great speaker, historian Michael Keegan (see 
article below), to address us as our Guest of Honour and, 
as always, there is the moving display of names and 
photographs of Hood’s lost sailors.  
 
This year there is an additional attraction: during 
Saturday’s events we shall have the ‘world premiere’ of 
our superb new film, ‘Mers-el-Kébir: Duty before 
Honour’.  This film is about 30 minutes in length and has 
been made in both French and English versions. 
Please note that on 15th April the dinner will be opened 
up to members of the H.M.S. Hood Association Facebook 
Group.  With a limit on place numbers available please 
book early to avoid disappointment. 
 
The Booking sheet is included as a separate document 
with the distribution of this edition of The Chough. 

mailto:chough@hmshood.org.uk
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/tedbriggs_bio.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/macmcconnell_bio.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/jimtaylor_bio.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/frankpavey_bio.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/nobbyclark_bio.htm
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The memorial display is a key feature of the Reunion weekend. 
 

Church Service Requirements 

 
Please note that to comply with dockyard security 
protocols anyone attending Sunday’s church service at 
St. Ann’s must complete the appropriate section of the 
booking form and return it by 7th May. All attendees 
must bring photographic ID on the day. For non-British 
nationalities this ID must be your passport and your 
nationality must be clearly stated on the booking form 
along with your passport number.   
 

 
Marching to St. Ann’s church on Sunday morning 

 
NB We hope that, following the Sunday church service, 
our group will be able to visit the bell in the NMRN 
Museum. 
 
AGM Papers, to be issued nearer the weekend, will 
include the following: 

• details of how to apply for a AGM Zoom login  

• the time of the Mers-el-Kébir film première; 

• confirmation of the visit to see the bell. 
 
Our members come from far and wide to take part in our 
May events programme.  Even if you have never 
attended before, fill in the application form (distributed 
along with this edition of The Chough) now and put the 
date in your diary.  Don’t miss this superb weekend! 
 

Michael Keegan 
Our Annual Dinner Speaker and 

Guest of Honour 
 
Michael Keegan is a senior businessman and keen 
historian, with a particular interest in twentieth century 

naval history.  He holds a Master of Arts degree from 
King's College London War Studies Department and his 
PhD studies, in the same faculty, have been supervised 
by Professor Andrew Lambert, our speaker in 2019.  
 

Prior to returning to 
academia in 2019, Michael 
had a long and successful 
business career and held 
senior executive 
management positions at 
Nat West Bank, MasterCard 
International and Fujitsu as 

well as several  Private Equity funded companies over a 
35 year period.  
 
Today Michael combines his lifelong interest in military 
and naval history with several other roles including: 
serving as a non-executive director of a mid-sized 
technology company; acting as a Crown Representative 
for the MOD and Cabinet Office (where he looks after a 
major UK Defence contractor and complex warship 
shipbuilder BAE Systems); being Vice Chairman of Tech 
UK (the UK trade Association for Technology companies); 
and a member of the Corporate Advisory Board of the 
Prince’s Trust.  
 
Michael is married to Gillian Keegan who is the serving 
MP for Chichester and a Minister in the Government.  
They live in Petworth, West Sussex. 
 

Boldre service 
 
The H.M.S. Hood Commemoration Service will be held at 
St John the Baptist Church, Boldre, SO41 5PG at 11:00 on 
Sunday 29 May 2022.  
  
Rev Canon Andrew Neaum will host, and Ven. Andrew 
Hillier RN, Chaplain of the Fleet, is this year’s guest 
preacher. 
  
After two years of ‘virtual commemorations’, it is great 
that the service, which started in 1949, will return to the 
church this year. The St John’s congregation will 
welcome Association President Rear Admiral Philip 
Wilcocks CB DSC; and the Captain of the Maritime 
Warfare School and Commanding Officer H.M.S. 
Collingwood - Captain Catherine Jordan RN and hopes 
that many more relatives of those who served and lost 
their lives in H.M.S. Hood; members of the H.M.S. Hood 
Association will be able to join them. 
 
If you are likely to need special assistance in the church 
please let the church know in advance or make yourself 
known to one of the sidesmen. 
  
Nigel Henley, who organizes the service says “we extend 
a warm invitation to you to join us for the service and to 

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/warstudies
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/professor-andrew-lambert
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stay on afterwards when coffee, tea and biscuits will be 
served and there will be an opportunity for a yarn.” 
 

T.S. Tenacity 
Presentation Evening 

By Jackie Miller 
 
In 2020, due to the Covid pandemic, TS Tenacity was 
unable to hold the usual Presentation evening for the 
cadets.  So 2nd December 2021 was a memorable 
evening when not only did the cadets meet in front of 
guests, family and friends, but they did so under new 
management too. 
 

 
Family, friends and ‘top brass’ 

joined the cadets at the awards evening 

 
With Alys Hurdle now CO of the unit, ably supported by 
Mike Hurdle, the unit met in a different and more 
spacious venue than previous years - the main hall of 
Portchester Community School.  A recruitment drive has 
enabled the unit to expand substantially, with many 
young cadets now being integrated by great role models 
such as Briony, Ellie May and Jordan, amongst others.   
 

 
Dylan Cake receives the H.M.S Hood Association Veterans 

Award from Jackie Miller 

 
With the table of Awards set out at the front, rows of 
chairs for attendees and a table of raffle prizes on show 
as we signed in, the hall was perfect for the occasion. 
Alys and Mike welcomed everyone and introduced those 
of us who presented the Awards: the Mayor and Deputy 

Mayoress of Fareham, Corps Commodore, Chief of Staff 
and Regional Commander were all there.  A steady 
stream of well-turned-out cadets proudly collected their 
badges and medals and Dylan Cake was re-presented 
with the H.M.S. Hood Association ‘Veterans Award’.  
 
While the entertainment for the evening was being 
prepared guests were treated to tea/coffee and mince 
pies and cakes and we then settled down to watch 
‘Cinderella’ (with a difference!). It was a panto like no 
other – stage directions were shared with the audience 
and there were laughs-a-plenty as the enthusiastic cast 
entertained us and the not-at-all-ugly sisters gained 
cheers.  As the shoe was fitted onto Cinderella’s foot the 
stage directions “They embrace” were repeated 
increasingly loudly until the rather reticent Prince placed 
his arm loosely around Cinderella’s shoulders.  It was a 
sterling performance – hugely entertaining and enjoyed 
by everyone present and a credit to those who produced 
and performed in the show. 
 

 
The Panto was great fun! 

 
It was a pleasure to attend and see how TS Tenacity has 
developed, even during this tricky year.  Those of you 
who follow them on Facebook will have recently seen 
the band parading through Portchester on Remembrance 
Sunday and fund raising in Fareham, amongst other 
things – what a credit to the NTC they are! 
 
You can follow TS Tenacity on Facebook – look for “TS 
Tenacity NTC” 

 

Sealed Bid Auction 
 

Limited Edition Print by Robert Taylor, Military Artist 

 
Robert Taylor is one of today’s best known and most 
prestigious military and naval artists, whose prints can 
command substantial three-figure sums.   
 
The Association has recently been given ownership of 
just such a print, showing the last moments of H.M.S. 
Hood.  It is signed by the late Ted Briggs, Hood’s last 
survivor and our former Association president.  The print 
is a most generous gift from Mr Roger Head, of Kent.  It 
has been his property for some years, and he now wishes 

http://www.ntc.org.uk/tenacity/
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it to be used, as decided by the committee, to benefit 
the Association.  This is an image of the print concerned, 
which is framed and in excellent condition: 
 

 
 
The committee is most grateful to Mr Head for this 
wonderful donation, and has decided to conduct a 
‘sealed bid’ auction, in advance of the annual dinner, 
with bids being opened, and the winner announced, at 
the dinner itself.  If the winner is present at the dinner, it 
is hoped that it will be possible for him or her to take 
possession of the print that weekend.  If not, then the 
print will be dispatched by post, with the winner 
responsible for postage and packing costs. 
 
Given the value of this item, the committee has set a 
reserve price on it.  If this reserve is not reached, then 
the print will be put on sale through other channels. 
 
Please send your bid in a sealed envelope to the 
following address, to arrive no later than 18th May 2022. 
 
Print Bids 
9 Ash Walk  
Newhaven  
East Sussex 
BN9 9XH  
 
On a paper within the envelope, just write your full name 
and contact details together with the amount of your 
bid. All bids will be opened at our annual dinner and the 
winner announced on the spot.  If not present, the 
winner will be notified soon thereafter. Notification of 
the winner’s identity will also appear in an early future 
edition of ‘The Chough’. 
 
This is a golden opportunity for members to acquire a 
superb and evocative print and benefit their Association 
at the same time – so get bidding! 

Obituary 
Jane Hay, 1922 - 2021 

By Mike Ware 

 
In December 1939, aged just thirteen, Jane Kerr set off 
by train from Gloucester to Rosyth in Scotland to spend 
Christmas with her parents, Captain Ralph Kerr and her 
mother Margaret. The journey which should have taken 
no more than fourteen hours turned into a marathon of 
more than two days. Recounting this story many years 
later she said that she had had a wonderful time and that 
everybody was so kind. This was typical of her, to find 
fun in adversity, and to always look for the best side of 
people. 
 

Jane in 1934 

Jane was born in Malta in 
October 1926 where her 
father was in command of 
H.M.S. Worcester.  She 
spent much of her 
childhood at her 
grandfather’s house in 
Newnham, 
Gloucestershire where 
she developed a love of 
the countryside and 
began her lifelong passion 
for gardening. 

 
Jane was at boarding school in May 1941 when the news 
came of the sinking of H.M.S. Hood and the death of her 
father. Further tragedy came in 1945 with the death of 
her elder brother, Russell, in Burma where he was 
serving with the Royal Artillery. 
 
She moved to London with her mother and started 
training as a physiotherapist at the Middlesex Hospital. 
During her training Jane was posted to Stoke Mandeville 
to train under Dr. Guttman where they organised 
sporting competitions between staff and patients which 
later became the Stoke Mandeville Games, the start of 
the Paralympics. 
 

 
Jane in 1948 at the time of 

her engagement to Ken 

Whilst working in London, 
she met her husband-to-
be, Ken Hay and they 
were married in 
Newnham in 1949. He 
had retrained as a farmer 
after war service in the 
Middle East and they 
began farming near 
Frome in Somerset. They 
had four children, 
Deirdre, Russell, Philippa  

 

http://www.hmshood.org.uk/crew/database/databaseindividual.php?myrec=1600
https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/buckinghamshire-archives-blog/the-birth-of-the-paralympic-games/
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and James so her hands were full, but this didn’t stop her 
from being active in the community, gardening, cooking 
and being a great hostess – the house was always full of 
guests. 
 
In the late 1950s Ken learnt to scuba dive and they 
started visiting Cornwall to follow his new passion. They 
frequently stayed in Mousehole, and in 1966 bought a 
cottage in Lamorna to which they finally retired in 1986. 
 
Retirement didn’t slow them down, with lots of 
gardening, involvement in the community, family visits 
and frequent travel to distant parts, including Australia, 
Africa and Asia. Tragically, she lost her daughter, 
Philippa, to cancer in 1992 and then Ken died after a 
short illness in 2002. Jane had no intention of moving 
and remained determinedly independent at their home 
till the end of her life. 
 
She was a stalwart member of the H.M.S. Hood 
Association and was always keen to attend the annual 
service at Boldre Church until travel became harder for 
her. She was an enthusiastic supporter of the attempts 
to raise the bell from the Hood and was delighted to be 
able to attend its unveiling in Portsmouth by HRH 
Princess Anne. 
 
She will be missed. 
 

 
Jane at home in Lamorna 

with the portrait of her father behind her 

Spotlight on… 
Jackie Miller 

 
A short time ago 
someone suggested that I 
write a ‘Spotlight On…’ 
piece for the Chough. So, 
whilst I prefer to keep 
well OUT of the spotlight 
usually, I thought maybe 
some of you would find 
my own Hood story to 
have a little interest, 
seeing as how you see my 
name cropping up here 
and there about 

Association-related matters.  So here we go! 
 
I’ve been aware of my family link with Hood since I was a 
small child. My mum, Eileen Miles who some of you will 
know from Hood events, is one of eight children. The 
eldest of these, Ron Faulkner, always had a passion for 
the sea and for ships and signed up immediately that war 
was announced in 1939. He became a stoker and joined 
Hood from Victory on 29th April 1940 where he 
progressed to Stoker 1st Class. It was a poignant posting 
– my grandmother, who had insisted on accompanying 
him to Bristol on his motorbike in the hope of persuading 
him not to enlist, was delighted; she believed that he 
would be safe on Hood.  So the loss of the ship in May 
1941 came as a particular shock which reverberated 
through the family. Mum, at just 11 years of age, had 
opened the door to a neighbour who announced, in 
floods of tears, that “Hood’s gone”. 
 
As a child I saw family photos, including those which are 
now on Uncle Ron’s memorial page on our website, but it 
was not until recently that I began to investigate Hood in 
more detail. One cousin had worked on our family 
history, including researching the role of a stoker during 
the war years. It was then that I did a Facebook search 
and came upon the Hood Facebook group. A swift google 
led me to the Association website and so it was that a 
large family delegation turned up to the 11th November 
remembrance service on Southsea Common in 2012. It 
was there that Mum and I first met Alec Kellaway – also a 
Hood stoker and brimming with stories of his time on the 
ship. It was a short journey from there to my first 
Reunion Weekend in May 2013 and, as Keith Evans took 
over as Association Chairman, I became Honorary 
Secretary. 
 
My time on the Committee was filled with a lot of hard 
work as, in addition to the role of secretary, I also ran the 
events, liaised with our cadet groups and attempted to 

http://www.hmshood.org.uk/crew/database/databaseindividual.php?myrec=890
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/kellaway/intro.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/evanstk_bio.htm
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support Frank with the newsletter. However I remember 
those times for the fun we had: sitting in a bar in Brest 
with Keith, Rob (White), Mike (Ware) and Theresa (Day) 
listening to Eric Grove regale us; socialising in the Victory 
Bar before Committee Meetings and Dinners; rehearsing 
with “The Chuffettes” in my conservatory; driving to 
deepest Surrey to prepare AGM papers with Keith at his 
rambling house in the countryside. Combined with that 
though was honour – that of being involved in protecting 
and promoting the memory of a beautiful ship lost with 
1415 of the bravest men. The culmination was the 
incredible day in 2015 when I was sat in the sun on 
holiday in Norfolk as my mobile rang and Rob told me 
that David Mearns had lifted Hood’s bell! Ten months 
later we watched as HRH Princess Anne formally 
unveiled the renovated bell, sounding eight bells and 
bringing an end to the long shift of her crew. I am sad 
that I didn’t get to meet Ted Briggs but feel privileged to 
have known Keith, Alec and to have met Lloyd (Adams) 
and to have seen the bell recovered for them and the 
families of their friends. 
 
As Secretary I got to know many Association members 
and be involved in numerous events, and it was the 
contact with people that brought me the most pleasure 
and sense of fulfilment: whether liaising with groups 
such as Severn Valley Railway or working to reunite 

families with links to Hood -  James Warrand will 
remember finding the family of Richard (Mike) Doolin, 
after whom we named the Award given annually to a 
cadet from TS Hood. So when Keith stood down as 
chairman, and I reduced my roles on the Committee, I 
was able to retain my interest in working with you, our 
members, by collating the newsletter and liaising with 
the cadet groups. The latter task is now being 
undertaken by Malcolm Coomer who, I know, will do a 
great job.  It has been, and is, a pleasure and honour to 
work with Committee members and to see us maintain 
links and develop new ones which enable us to spread 
the story of Hood. 
 
In the last two years, as we have all adapted with 
lockdowns and restrictions, I have added to my family - a 
little black cocker spaniel puppy, Lottie, who is now 18 
month old and with whom I spend many happy hours 
walking in the Chiltern Hills. She (usually!) lies quietly by 
me as I’m preparing material for the Chough, as long as 
I’ve either exhausted her first (!) or there is the promise 
of a walk or treat to follow! She will look forward to the 
Reunion Weekend this year as much I as will – she will 
get to stay with her friends while I get to see some of 
you!  Until then, Ventis Secundis. 
 

 

Jubilee Celebrations 
Photographs selected by Alex Ray 
 
As the country enters a year of Platinum Jubilee celebrations to commemorate the accession of our Queen in 1952, let’s take 
a look back to the time when H.M.S. Hood participated in Jubilee celebrations.  From 12-17 July 1935 Hood anchored off 
Spithead to participate in the Silver Jubilee Review of King George V on 16th July.  A selection of photos shows the ship and 
her crew at the time. 
 

 
Hood dressed overall 

 
Hood illuminated 

 
Rum issue 

 
Boxing tournament 

http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/tedbriggs_bio.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/hoodtoday/train.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/rtdoolin_bio.htm
https://www.sea-cadets.org/staustell
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/
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Shine a Light Tribute in Canada 
 
We recently learnt of a further Shine A Light tribute which took place in May 2021, this time in Canada.  
 
Canadian Chris Varley, President/Historian of the HMCS Cataraqui Association wrote to tell us how he honoured the RCN 
midshipmen who were lost in Hood: Christopher John B Norman, Thomas Norman L Beard and Francis Llewelyn L Jones. 
 
Lieutenant-Commander Bill Leslie, RCN served his time onboard Hood as a midshipman; he was the only man from the 
Kingston, Ont. area to ever serve in Hood and was a close friend of Chris Norman. Having been presented with Bill’s medals, 
uniforms, documents and a large number of images by Bill’s family, Chris decided to honour the men on 24th May by joining 
our Shine A Light tribute. He set up a small exhibit in the main entrance to an army headquarters and was given permission 
to fly the White Ensign on the anniversary of the sinking. 
 

 
Christopher Norman (Left) and Bill Leslie 

 
The White Ensign was flown by 

special permission 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Shine a Light Tribute to the Canadian 

Midshipmen lost in Hood 
 

Applegarth Primary School 
is ‘Spreading the word.’ 

By Jackie Miller 

 
Thanks to a Facebook post on 9th December by one of 
our Facebook members, David Jamieson, the Association 
caught up with a group of school pupils who are doing 
their best to remember and spread the word about 
H.M.S. Hood and her crew.  Not only that, but they are 
also trying to live with a vision and work with values 
similar to those to which the crew of Hood would have 
related. 
 
Applegarth Primary School’s link with Hood dates back to 
1939, when the pupils adopted the ship and sent 
‘comforts’ to crew members.  A reply to a pupil named 
Brian was sent by RM Sidney Welch; the letter was as 
follows: 
 

43 Mess, H.M.S. Hood, c/o GPO, London 
Tuesday 28/08/1940 
 
Dear Brian 
Many thanks for your very nice letter that I received 
today, I was just beginning to wonder if you were alright, 
but I see by your letter that you are alright and in good 
health, tell your chums that I have delivered all their 
letters, to their sea chums, as soon as I received them. 
Well Brian, you tell me in your letter to take care of 
myself, and keep smiling, I am afraid that is a job at 
times, now the cold winter nights are coming along, it 
will make things worse, but never mind Brian we shall 
win the war believe me, and then we shall all have a 
good time won’t we.  
Well I must close now and be a good boy to your teacher 
because she will tell me if you are naughty, Bye Bye for 
the time being I will write again soon. 
The very best of luck to you all. 
Sidney C T Welch 
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/navy/services/history/ships-histories/cataraqui.html
http://www.hmshood.org.uk/crew/database/databaseindividual.php?myrec=2098
http://www.hmshood.org.uk/crew/database/databaseindividual.php?myrec=181
http://www.hmshood.org.uk/crew/database/databaseindividual.php?myrec=1535
http://www.hmshood.org.uk/crew/database/databaseindividual.php?myrec=1707
https://www.applegarth.n-yorks.sch.uk/our-school/vision-values/
http://www.hmshood.org.uk/crew/database/databaseindividual.php?myrec=3076
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The orginal letter from 
Marine Sidney Welch 

 
The crew of Hood were so touched by the kind thoughts 
of the children that the ship’s company suggested 
presenting the school with a cup to be competed for in 
their school sports and, in fact two cups were presented 
on 27 February 1940. 
 

 
The cups presented to the school in 1940 

 
Following the tragic loss of Hood in 1941 the school 
adopted H.M.S. King George V and established a 
memorial to Hood. 
 
Fast forward to 2021 and Applegarth Primary School 
Council was invited by Northallerton Town Council to 
help design a new playground for Applegarth Park.  Every 
class in the school participated in some way and the 
photos, taken on 16th April 2021, show some of the 
pupils reviewing their plans and coming up with 
additional proposals to put to the Town Council.  There 
were many excellent ideas: names for the pirate ship 
included The Black Pearl, Titanic, H.M.S. Hood and The 
Ghostly Galleon! 
 

 
The School’s model of Hood and dedication 

 

On 26 November 2021 the new playground was ready to 
be opened and students from Applegarth Primary School 
Council were amongst the first to try out the new play 
equipment.  Northallerton Town Council’s Facebook post 
acknowledged that they had been  
 
“… assisted by the school council and a keen local 
resident in the choice of equipment, which includes 
inclusive items accessible to children with disabilities, 
special educational and sensory needs.  
 
Applegarth School students chose the name of H.M.S. 
Hood for the pirate ship feature after the famous British 
battle-cruiser, which the school adopted in 1939. Past 
students had knitted and sent 'comforts', books and 
letters to individual sailors of the crew of over two 
thousand men and also composed a prayer for the ship. 
Great was the sadness and sorrow of the children and 
staff when H.M.S. Hood was sunk by a direct hit in 24th 
May 1941 with the loss of all but three of the crew.  
It is hoped that children, both local and visiting 
Northallerton, will enjoy the new features for many years 
to come. “ 
 
The H.M.S. Hood Association is now in direct contact 
with staff at Applegarth Primary School, which we now 
know has a huge model of Hood. Grandparents of 
current pupils were among those who wrote to Hood 
crew members and pupils regularly discuss their link with 
the ship during their annual Heritage Week in October.  
This is a really exciting link for us as an Association and 
we hope to further develop it over the next year.  
 
Thank you to all at Applegarth Primary School for their 
interest in H.M.S. Hood and her crew  
 

 
“H.M.S. Hood” in the playground 
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A wave to the Association from the children 

 

 
Planning bike and scooter lock ups and more benches 

 

 
The school council’s open air meeting 

 
 

Fancy a brew? 

By Alex Ray 

 
One thing I always remember my Grandad saying of his 
time in the Army during the War was that, no matter 
what was going on, if there was a spare five minutes of 
nothing happening he and the lads would always knock 
up a brew! Tommy Atkins was famous in both World 
Wars for his ability to make a cuppa in the worst 
situations possible, and Jack Tar was no different. 
 
The Navy was famous for its hot cocoa, commonly called 
Kye in the service, a thick rich drink that was a regular 
feature of a matelot’s life. Be it on escort duty, on the 
Russian convoys, to being on Hood as she made one of 
her many sweeps of the North Sea or Atlantic for enemy 
raiders, a mug of Kye was a sure fire way to help keep 
the worst effects of the cold and wind out of your bones, 
and to keep weary eyes ever alert to any potential 
meetings with an enemy. Memoir after memoir I’ve read 
over the years has mentioned the drink: one of those 
comforts that can fill the heart on a long and arduous 
voyage at sea.  
 
But what went into making Navy cocoa? What does it 
taste like? And could you still make it today?  
 
Well after some digging I managed to find a list of 
ingredients and determined to have a go at making this 
drink myself. After all, living on the Humber and having 
the Cold North Sea winds whip down the Streets of Hull 
it can occasionally get a bit parky (I even had to crack out 
the Big Coat on a couple of occasions)! If you want to join 
me in having a go at this then you will need the 
following:  
 

 
Naughty but nice… (The Association cannot certify that a mug 

of Kye counts as one of your five a day!) 
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1 x Bar of plain dark chocolate. About the closest I could 
find after searching what matches the type of Chocolate 
available in World War 2 is dark cooking chocolate with 
at least 85% Cocoa Solids.  
1 x Tin of condensed milk (I couldn’t find condensed milk, 
and ended up settling for evaporated milk)  
Sugar – As much as is needed for personal taste.  
 
Method is as follows:  
1. Break chocolate into small pieces (I’ve also seen it said 
the best way is to grate the chocolate like you would a 
carrot). 
2. Place chocolate pieces in a saucepan with 1 mug of 
water. 
3. Heat until the chocolate has melted.  
4. Add tin of condensed milk. 
5. Bring to the boil and then serve - Ideally in an 
enamelled Mug for Authenticity!  
6. Sugar to taste.  
 
Easy peasy! Even someone with the culinary skills of 
Baldrick could make this drink.  
 

 
 
But how does it taste?! Well for starter can I just say the 
smell! Oh my word! My kitchen smelt like chocoholics 
heaven! Old Hands always said you could stand your 
spoon in the mug, and I noticed very quickly that 
although mine was certainly a very thick liquid, it wasn’t 
quite that thick, but this is most likely because of the 
swapping over between condensed and evaporated milk. 
It definitely needed at least one spoonful of sugar, 
otherwise the taste was incredibly rich – as you might 
expect with melted dark chocolate. But once that was 
sorted and it was sugared to taste it was lovely! Very 
warming and you could feel it working its way down 
warming you up on the inside, and I could definitely 
appreciate how a rating on duty would look forward to a 
steaming mug of Kye in the middle of a long cold Watch.  
 
Having spent many a long cold afternoon on a canal side 
fishing, or fruitlessly standing on the football terraces 
trying my very best to catch hypothermia I think I shall be 
making sure I keep a bar of chocolate and some 
condensed milk in the cupboard for future eventualities! 
 
 
 

 
Enjoy! 

 

National TV presenter 
interview for Association 

film production 

By Rob White 
 
Our Mers-el-Kébir film, nearing completion, will now 
include an interview with leading TV presenter and 
newscaster Julia Somerville (pictured) grand-daughter of 
Admiral Sir James Somerville. Sir James was in command, 
flying his flag in Hood, when Force ‘H’ was ordered to 
attack the French fleet at anchor in Mers-el-Kébir on 3rd 
July 1940. As well as Julia - a former colleague of 
Honorary Vice-President Rob White - the film will feature 
veterans on both sides recalling the tragic events of that 
day, with comment and analysis from the late Professor 
Eric Grove. A French version is also being produced, and 
the aim is to première at the reunion in May, when it’s 
hoped that two of our friends from the l'association des 
anciens marins et familles de Mers-el-Kébir will be 
joining us. 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julia_Somerville
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/somerville_bio.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/history/forceh/index.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/history/forceh/index.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/history/forceh/index.htm
https://www.ledrame-merselkebir.fr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=57&Itemid=38
https://www.ledrame-merselkebir.fr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=57&Itemid=38
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From our archive… 

By Barry Roberts 

 
I’ve recently acquired a medal won by Leading Seaman 
Leslie Pratt as part of Hood’s team which won the 1934 
race for the Arbuthnot Trophy. 
 
The Arbuthnot trophy was firstly an inter-fleet 
marathon, later becoming a cross country race of 3.5 
miles. There were 400 participants in the first race held 
in the Dardanelles in 1919 (won by H.M.S. Iron Duke).  
The Trophy was named for Rear Admiral Sir Robert Keith 
Arbuthnot, Fourth Baronet, K.C.B., M.V.O., Royal Navy 
(23 March, 1864 – 31 May, 1916) was an officer of the 
Royal Navy. He was killed at the Battle of Jutland in 
1916. His ship, Defence, was destroyed with all 903 
hands in a massive magazine explosion after taking fire 
from SMS Lutzow at close range. Coincidently, Sir Robert 
was one of Admiral Holland’s captains when he was a 
Midshipman in H.M.S. Hampshire. 
 
Hood’s sixth commission from 31st August 1933 to 6th 
September 1936 would be dominated by Commander 
Rory O’Conor and his drive to ensure that Hood was 
‘Cock of the Fleet’ through participation in sporting 
competitions against other ships. The Arbuthnot Trophy 
was, in fact, O’Conor’s first trophy when the Hood team 
secured victory at Rosyth on 3rd November 1933. 
 
In the 1934 race, again held at Rosyth, Hood retained 
the trophy. The overall result was: 1st Hood (675 points), 
2nd Nelson (1108), 3rd Barham (1501), 4th Renown (2164, 
5th Courageous (2975). Although Nelson claimed 1st and 
2nd place individually, Hood had 6 men placed in the top 
10. 
 

 
The magnificent Artbuthnot Trophy was presented to Hood’s 
team by the Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, Admiral The 

Earl of Cork and Orrery 

The Medal, shown below, was won by Leading Seaman 
Leslie Gordon Pratt who finished 4th in the 1934 race. 
Leslie was born 21st August 1908 in Portsmouth and 
joined Ganges, as Boy 2nd class, on 31st October 1923. 
He joined Hood on 30th August 1933 as am Able Seaman 
and was advanced to Acting Leading Seaman on 1st 
August 1934. Having served his probationary year, he 
was confirmed in that rate on 1st August 1935.  He left 
Hood to join H.M.S Resolution on 11th August 1936. 
After further progression to Petty Officer he switched to 
Regulating branch and served through World War 2 as a 
Regulating Petty Officer before leaving the service in 
1948. 
 

 
 
It is interesting to note that the team, which comprised 
30 men, was a real cross-section of Hood’s crew and 
included officers as well as ratings from different 
branches: 
 

 
Hood’s 1934 Artbuthnot Trophy Team 

Back row: AB Hurst, AB Barnett, LS Burbridge, PO Perks, OT 
Noyes, LS Roberts, LS Davis, OT Woods, Boy Norton 

2nd Row: AB Huggett, Boy Hoskins, LS Dingle, LS Prince, AB 
Speed, AB Thompson, AB Taylor, AB Voak, Sto. Rowe 

3rd Row: LS Fleming, Lt. Palmer, Lt. Freer, Capt. Tower, LS 
Sutton, Cdr. O’Conor, SL Milburn, Mid. Dyer, PO Burney 

Front Row: Mid. Taylor, Boy Hourahine, OS Woodhouse, AB 
Langford, LS Pratt, AB Baldwin, Sto. Turner, AB Tungatt 

 
The traditional signals of congratulations were received 
in Hood: 
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“My sincere congratulations to HOOD on winning the 
Marathon Trophy for the second year in succession and 
in such a handsome manner.”  
From Commander in Chief, Home Fleet. 
 
“Well done HOOD. It was a magnificent win. My 
heartiest congratulations to the team and the 
organisers.” 
From “ACQ” (Sir William James, Vice Admiral 
Commanding Battle Cruiser Squadron.) 
 
And, naturally, the victory was reported in “The 
Chough” which O’Conor had initiated to keep the ship’s 
crew up to date on all her achievements and successes. 
 

 
Issue No. 6 of (the original) Chough reported: 

“undoubtedly the big event of the cruise was the Arbuthnot 
Trophy. Hard, scientific and methodical training carried on in 

spite of gales and gunnery, anchors and cables, reaped its 
reward, HOOD beating NELSON by 675 points to 108.” 

(Ed.: This is classic O’Conor…) 
 
Images and additional information from Rory O’Conor Album 
54/1993 Copyright, National Museum of the Royal Navy. 
 

BBC Choughs – again! 

By Jackie Miller 
 
Yet again the BBC has 
shown how the chough still 
thrives in our countryside – 
this time in Snowdonia. 
You can find a sizeable 
mention of them in the 
‘Countryfile’ episode 
(entitled ‘Snowdonia) 
shown on February 13th 
2022. The piece begins at 
around 9m 20s.  

Flyhawk 1700 Model (FH1160) 

By Frank Allen 

 
There has been no shortage of H.M.S. Hood model kits 
over the years.  Indeed, they've come in a variety of 
scales/sizes and mediums. Among the most popular of 
these have been the 1/700 scale plastic models that first 
appeared in the 1970s. These are perfect for many 
modellers in that they are (arguably) not too big nor too 
small and are generally affordable. 
 

 
Box art for the Flyhawk kit (basic on top, deluxe on bottom) 

 
The first and perhaps most famous kit in this scale was 
Tamiya's waterline series 1941 Hood. Shortly thereafter 
followed Italeri/Testors/Zvezda 1/720 1933 Hood. Both 
were excellent models for their day, but by the early 
2000s had become quite dated. The reason for this was 
simple: moulding technology improved, plus a great 
deal more information had been rediscovered about 
Hood. Many unpublished photos had come to light, the 
wreck had been visited and volumes of official 
documentation was released. This information brought 
to light changes in Hood's final/1941 appearance, and 
this necessitated the release of newer models. 
 
In the early 2000s, Trumpeter Models decided to up the 
ante by releasing two versions of Hood in 1/700 scale. 
These would represent the ship as she appeared in 1931 
and 1941.  We assisted by providing the (then) best 
available information at the time.  As such, the models 
were significantly superior in accuracy to earlier 
offerings.    Despite this, time marches on and even 
MORE details of Hood were rediscovered, and thus it 
was that Flyhawk Model arrived on the scene. 
 
By 2020, Flyhawk was a well-established producer of 
some of the finest small scale injection moulded ship 
models in the world. With a focus on interesting (if not 
different) subject matter and an emphasis on 
details/accuracy and the latest moulding technology, 
Flyhawk is currently the best in the 1/700 business. 
Having had great success with excellent models of 

http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/james_bio.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0014jgc/countryfile-snowdonia
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0014jgc/countryfile-snowdonia
http://www.hmshood.com/hoodtoday/models/tamiya/tamiyarvw.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/hoodtoday/models/italeri/italeri.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/hoodtoday/models/trumpeter/trumpeter1941-700.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/hoodtoday/models/trumpeter/trumpeter1941-700.htm
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Bismarck and Prince of Wales, they also wanted to 
develop a new model of Hood. We were informed of 
this project and volunteered to help. Flyhawk 
enthusiastically welcomed us aboard and thus began a 
year-long interaction that saw many new developments 
work their way into the final product. We and other 
experts would literally review the design drawings and 
point out any inaccuracies and provide photos or 
drawings to assist in corrections. This was done over 
and over again for the entirety of 2020 and into 2021 
until the design was ready.  The work culminated in the 
production of the most accurate model of Hood ever 
released in any scale. 
 

Editions/Versions 

The kit was initially released in May 2021 and currently 
comes in two editions: a basic/standard edition (FH 
1160 which comes in a white box) and a deluxe edition 
(FH 1160S which comes in a black box). There was talk 
of a 1924 version of Hood following at a later date, but 
we've had no confirmation of this time. Should Flyhawk 
wish to create a 1924 Hood, we stand ready to assist 
(because 1923-1924 is perhaps the MOST covered year 
of Hood's career). 
 

Moulding & Detail 

The basic kit is moulded in light grey plastic with @50 
sprues/trees and large pieces. We've not yet counted 
the actual number of individual parts, but it must be 
well in the hundreds. The bulk of the plastic parts are 
sealed in 10 bags and the hull components are wrapped 
in light foam for protection. The plastic moulding is crisp 
with no flash and no serious ejector pin marks or flaws. 
A notable feature of this kit is that a number of key 
parts, such as superstructure components, the 
shelter/boat deck and funnels were created using slide 
mould technology. Additionally, the modeller has the 
option building the ship with full hull or in waterline 
format.  
 
In addition to the primary plastic parts, there is also 
metal weight (for waterline usage), a decal sheet (flags) 
and a small photo etch fret. Our sample included a 21-
page instruction guide, painting guide and a beautiful 
colour cardboard print of Hood at sea. The deluxe 
edition includes these contents as well as a superb 
multiple fret photoetch set (with lots of intricate 
details), a set of brass gun barrels (for 15" and 4" guns), 
brass mast parts, plus a set of 3D printed detail parts 
(vents). 
 

Overall Impression  

As we've said multiple times already, this is without 
doubt the best/most accurate commercially-produced 
model of Hood ever released in any scale. Having said 

that, it’s still not for everyone: the kit is intricately 
detailed with many delicate and TINY parts. One must 
pay CLOSE attention to the instructions (especially with 
the deluxe edition - there are many steps which need to 
be cross referenced with the photo etch instructions). 
So, this may not be the best kit for a young child to build 
alone/unassisted. It will also prove challenging (but by 
no means insurmountable) to older but inexperienced 
modellers. We don't want to scare anyone off, we 
merely want to make sure you know what to expect. As 
long as care is taken and one familiarises oneself with 
the kit and its instructions, a truly spectacular rendition 
of Hood can be built right out of the box. 
 

 
Deluxe kit contents (click to enlarge) 

 
A more detailed review which includes corrections and 
suggestions for improvement can be found on the web 
site. 
 

Training of seamen at sea 

By Paul Bevand 
 
In the last Chough, I looked at how boys entered 
seaman branch of the Royal Navy and their initial 
training at a Boys Training Establishment ashore. 
 
Having joined their first ship the boys (or Ordinary 

Seamen once they reached age 181) would continue 
their training pending advancement to the rate of Able 
Seaman. Below are details of what this training involved. 
This is taken from ADM116/2290 (National Archives, 
Kew). The file is dated 1925 and, naturally, the exact 
syllabus would have varied with time – particularly in 
war years – but what follows will give readers a good 
idea about the scope of what men in their late teenage 
years were taught on joining their first ship. Each man 
was issued with a copy of the “Manual of Seamanship” 
to support their tuition which would normally have been 
given by senior rates and Petty Officers. 
 
1 -  For details of progression to Ordinary Seaman see The Chough, 
Winter 2021. 

http://www.hmshood.com/hoodtoday/models/flyhawk/flyhawkfh1160.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/hoodtoday/models/flyhawk/flyhawkfh1160.htm
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Seamanship Syllabus for Ordinary Seamen and 

Boys under Training for A.B. 

 
Object: To provide practical knowledge and experience 
of seamanship. 
Time allowed: 90 hours 
 
I – RIGGING. (20 hours) 
(a) Bends and hitches. 
(b) Knotting and splicing hemp, stropping blocks and 
seizing. 
(c) Throwing heaving lines, securing boats’ falls, hawsers 
and painters and passing stoppers. 
(d) Splicing wire, wire strops, wire seizing. 
(e) Tackles, reeving and use of. 
(f) Hemp and wire hawsers. 
(g) Coaling gear and methods in use in ship. 
(h) Pointing and grafting. 
 
II – COMPASS AND HELM.  (5 hours) 
(a) Graduation and points of gyro and magnetic 
compasses. 
(b) Bow beam and quarter bearings for lookout duties 
and how to report objects. 
(c) Precautions when near magnetic compasses. 
(d) Practical instruction with wheel and tiller; boys to be 
sent away in steamboats or motorboats if available. 
 
III- RULE OF THE ROAD. (10 hours) 
(a) Fair knowledge of regulations for preventing 
collisions at sea. 
(b) Sound signals. 
(c) Navigation lights. 
 
IV – LEAD (5 hours) 
(a) Marking of lead lines. 
(b). Heaving the lead. 
(c) Rigging of sound boom and working sounding 
machine. 
 
V – SEWING (5 hours) 
(a) Repair of canvas gear and elementary sailmaking. 
 
VI – ANCHORS AND CABLES (10 hours) 
(a) Types of anchors, cables shackles and gear. 
(b) Methods of letting go and weighing anchors. 
(c) Principles of mooring. 
(d) Handling slips and cables. 
(e) Capstans and cable holders. 
(g) Securing to a buoy. 
(h) slinging anchors in boats. 
(i) Letting go and weighing anchors in boats. 
 
VII – RIGGING SMALL SHEARS AND DERRICKS. (5 hours) 
Practical instruction. 
 

VIII – BOAT WORK. (20 hours) 
(a) Boats’ gear. 
(b) Fitting and bending boats’ sails. 
(c) Handling boats under oars. 
(d) Boat pulling and boat sailing. 
(e) Management of boats in a tide away. Towing boats. 
(f) Ability to take any number of boat’s crew under sail 
except coxswain. 
(g) Securing the seaboat. 
(h) Methods of hoisting boats. 
NOTE: Practical experience of boat work is to be 
continued throughout service as a boy ever if he has 
completed his training classes. 
 
IX - DUTIES IN PART OF THE SHIP/ (5 hours) 
(a) Individual duties at evolutions. 
(b) Stowage of gear allotted to ship. 
(c) Duties in part of ship. 
(d) Knowledge of ship. 
 
X – SIGNALS (5 hours) 
(a) Colours of all flags and pendants. 
(b) Ability to make and read semaphore slowly. 
(c) How to look out signals in the boat’s signal book. 
 

 
In addition to their duties described above, seamen 
working towards the rate of Able Seaman also received 
extensive training in gunnery and torpedo duties as they 
would be responsible for manning guns, torpedoes and 
their control arrangements during action. I will review 
the training men received in these aspects in the next 
Chough. 
 

Book reviews / previews 
 

A Sailor’s Odyssey 

A preview by Paul Bevand 

 
It is difficult to argue with John Winton’s assertion that 
Admiral of the Fleet Andrew Browne Cunningham, 1st 
Viscount Cunningham of Hyndhope, KT, GCB, OM, DSO 
& Two Bars, was this country’s greatest admiral since 
Nelson. 
 
Several books have been written about Cunningham 
over the years, including Winton’s excellent biography 
alluded to above1 but surely none can surpass “ABC’s” 
own memoir “A Sailor’s Odyssey” which is to be 
republished by Seaforth on 30th March. 
 
Joining the old wooden wall Britannia on 15th January 
1897 , Cunningham served in the Royal Navy for more 
than 50 years until his retirement in 1946. 

1 - Winton - Cunningham: The Greatest Admiral Since Nelson 

http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/abc_bio.htm
http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/abc_bio.htm
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A “salt horse” who avoided the specialisms followed by 
gunnery, navigation and torpedo officers, Cunningham 
preferred to devote his time to honing his skills as a 
seaman and leader. He loved the smaller vessels in 
which he served throughout World War 1, days which 
included the pursuit of the Goeben, the Dardanelles 
campaign and, latterly, service with the Dover Patrol. 
The inter-war years found Cunningham in a mixture of 
roles ashore and afloat which marked him out as one of 
those earmarked for the possibility of future high 
command.  
 
Cunningham’s career path would, on three separate 
occasions, be influenced by the health failures of 
officers senior to him and it was the first such occasion – 
the illness of Sir Geoffrey Blake – that saw him join Hood 
on 15th July 1937 as Vice Admiral Commanding Battle 
Cruiser Squadron.  
 

  
The successive illnesses of Sir Geoffrey Blake (left) and Sir 
Roger Backhouse led the rapid advance of Cunningham’s 

career in the 1930s 
 
His initial impression of the ship was that his 
accommodation aboard Hood was almost palatial - even 
surpassing his previous big ship experience in Rodney. 
 
Cunningham served in Hood until August 1938 when he 
returned to the Admiralty as Deputy Chief of the Naval 
Staff in which appointment he remained until a second 
illness diverted his career path. On this occasion it was 
the First Sea Lord who fell ill. Sir Roger Backhouse had 
been diagnosed with a brain tumour and Dudley Pound 
was recalled to relieve him, with Cunningham taking 
over as Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean in June 
1939. So it was that Cunningham spent his early war 
years in possibly the most challenging role in the entire 
service. 
 
It was a period in which he truly earned Winton’s 
accolade as “the greatest since Nelson” and throughout 
which he needed all his skill and determination to see us 
through. In July 1940, with Hood in action with French 
units at Mers el Kébir, Cunningham needed all his 

 
The admiral’s sitting toom in Hood which Cunningham 

describes as ‘palacial’. 

 
diplomatic skills to avoid a similar exchange in 
Alexandria harbour where his ships and French vessels 
lay within yards of one another. On 11th November 
1940 aircraft from his forces undertook the torpedo 
attack on the Taranto which in some ways 
foreshadowed the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour. 
The following March Cunningham led the fleet from his 
flagship Warspite as they engaged Italian Forces at the 
Battle of Cape Matapan. Two months later, as Hood met 
her end off Iceland Cunningham’s fleet fought a rear-
guard action in the evacuation of Crete. 
 
In June 1942 Cunningham left the Mediterranean to 
take up a post in Washington where he liaised with the 
U.S. Navy – particularly in respect of the planning for 
Operation Torch, the planned invasion of North Africa.  
In January of 1943 Cunningham returned to his former 
appointment as Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean to 
oversee the allied invasion of North Africa followed by 
Sicily and the Italian mainland which he had planned 
during his time in Washington. His proudest moment 
came in September 1943 as he was able to signal, "Be 
pleased to inform their Lordships that the Italian battle 
fleet now lies at anchor under the guns of the fortress of 
Malta." 
 
But once more illness would intervene. The strain of 
being First Sea Lord had taken its toll on Dudley Pound 
who had suffered a stroke. Cunningham took over on 
16th October 1943. He would see out the war as First 
Sea Lord taking part in all the major conferences which 
took place as the war drew to a close. Cunningham 
handed over the reins on 24th May 1946 – a date 
particularly apposite for an ex-Hood and more so as his 
relief was his namesake (although no relation) Sir John 
Cunningham1 who had himself served in Hood as her 
first Navigating officer between December 1919 and 
April 1921.  

1 – Although John Cunningham was no relation, 
Cunningham’s brother Lieutenant-General Alan Cunningham 
Commanded the 8th Army between September and November 
1941. 

http://www.hmshood.com/crew/biography/blake_bio.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Backhouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dudley_Pound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Taranto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cape_Matapan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Crete
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Torch#:~:text=Operation%20Torch%20(8%20November%201942,they%20might%20support%20the%20Allies.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Cunningham_(Royal_Navy_officer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Cunningham_(Royal_Navy_officer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alan_Cunningham
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Michael Simpson, who also edited the two-volumes of 
Cunningham Papers for the Navy Records Society, 
describes in his own biography of the admiral2, how “A 
Sailor’s Odyssey” came to be written:  
 
Cunningham was persuaded to write his biography 
rather against his will and inclination. Cunningham was 
not a born writer, was a modest man who shunned 
publicity and was disinclined to labour at the 
considerable task of narrating nearly 50 momentous 
years of service life. However, he began in 1949, 
standing for two hours each day at a writing desk in the 
Palace House . He confessed that he could not have 
finished it without the assistance of Captain Taprell 
[Henry] Dorling, an old friend and experienced writer of 
fictional and factual stories about the navy. Dorling 
polished Cunningham’s rather wooden style, putting into 
popular form the admiral’s despatches and letters that 
form the basis of the book. It was launched on the tenth 
anniversary of Matapan. 
 

  
Sir Dudley Pound (left) whose illness led to Cunningham’s 
appointment as First Sea Lord and Taprell Henry Dorling 

(better known as the author ‘Taffrail’) who assisted 
Cunningham to write his memoirs. 

 
Captain Dorling had joined Britannia on 15th September 
1897, placing him two terms below Cunningham who 
was there until May 1898 so they probably first made 
their acquaintance here more than 50 years before the 
book was written. The pair would later serve together in 
destroyers with Cunningham describing Dorling as “my 
friend and old flotill-mate.” 
 
It is interesting to note that in the friendship between 
the two officers we again have a link to Hood as Captain 
Dorling, better known by his pen name of “Taffrail” was 
second cousin to Vice-Admiral Lancelot Holland who 
was lost in Hood. The unusual name Taprell refers to 
Stephen Taprell (1768-1848) who, with Lancelot 
Holland’s grandfather William Holland (1809-1879), 
established the renowned furniture manufacturer 
Taprell and Holland. Taprell Dorling’s father married 
Constance Holland – a niece of William Holland. 

2 – Simpson, Michael, A Life of Admiral of the Fleet Andrew 
Cunningham: A Twentieth Century Naval Leader. Cass 2004 

 
Reading Andrew Lambert’s “Admirals” recently, I was 
struck by his observation of how we remember our 
naval leaders – or more accurately how we fail to 
remember them. He was undoubtedly right when he 
wrote that “[memorials to] admirals are conspicuous by 
their absence. If one judges purely by the statues on 
display in central London, one might imagine that 
Britain’s history was made solely by soldiers, politicians 
and airmen!” It is, then, perhaps a mark of 
Cunningham’s greatness that he alone was selected 
amongst the naval leaders of World War 2 to take his 
place in Trafalgar Square alongside the busts of Jellicoe 
and Beatty and under the gaze of Nelson. 
 
A Sailor’s Odyssey is republished by Seaforth on 30th 
March 2022. 
 

Nations in the Balance by Chris Kolakowski 

By Jackie Miller 

 
Although The Chough does not actively promote 
publications of any type we do like to keep you 
informed about what our members are doing. 
 
HMSHA member Chris Kolakowski is a historian based in 
Wisconsin. He was formerly Director at the General 
MacArthur Memorial and is now in the same role at the 
Wisconsin Veterans Museum. 

 
Chris, who has previously 
authored two books on 
campaigns of the 
American Civil War and 
one on the Defence of the 
Philippines 1941/42, has 
just released his latest 
work entitled “Nations in 
the Balance” which 
overviews the battles in 
India and Burma in 1944. 
It will be published on 23 
March 2022 and available 
in the UK from Amazon as 

a hardback or for Kindle. 
 
Chris last visited us with his father in 2016 when the bell 
was unveiled.  We hope we will see him again soon. 
 
Chris’s other books are: 

• The Civil War at Perryvale 

• The Stones River and Tulahoma Campaigns 

• Last Stand of Bataan 
 
We wish him every success with the new book. 

https://www.navyrecords.org.uk/the-cunningham-papers-volume-i-the-mediterranean-fleet-1939-1942/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._Taprell_Dorling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H._Taprell_Dorling
http://www.hmshood.org.uk/crew/database/databaseindividual.php?myrec=1350
https://www.macarthurmemorial.org/
https://www.macarthurmemorial.org/
https://wisvetsmuseum.com/
https://www.casematepublishers.com/nations-in-the-balance.html?fbclid=IwAR1dL-BxFItIys6UE8VC6GL-CXepP1JT-jisKkab4GWJwO__YNsZVVuubjA#.Yh-OBejP2Uk
https://www.casematepublishers.com/nations-in-the-balance.html?fbclid=IwAR1dL-BxFItIys6UE8VC6GL-CXepP1JT-jisKkab4GWJwO__YNsZVVuubjA#.Yh-OBejP2Uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Civil-War-Perryville-Battling-Bluegrass-ebook/dp/B012Q1Q70C/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1646300059&refinements=p_27%3AChristopher+L.+Kolakowski&s=digital-text&sr=1-1&text=Christopher+L.+Kolakowski
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stones-River-Tullahoma-Campaigns-Retreat-ebook/dp/B00XQR2KZW/ref=sr_1_3?qid=1646300303&refinements=p_27%3AChristopher+L.+Kolakowski&s=digital-text&sr=1-3&text=Christopher+L.+Kolakowski
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Last-Stand-Bataan-Philippines-December/dp/0786474890/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1646300303&sr=1-4
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Bismarck – 24 hours to Doom 
Channel 4 documentary 

by Sea Lawyer 

 

 
 
There is a scene in the witty and highly enjoyable Alan 
Alda movie ‘Sweet Liberty’ (picture below)  in which 
Alda’s character, a history professor at a New England 
college, approaches with indignation the director of a 
film based on his seminal work on the American 
Revolution - being shot in the historic university town 
where he works. “Look!” Alda says in exasperation, 
pointing to the shooting script. “This isn’t to be found 
anywhere in my book, it never happened. And ” -  
warming to his theme - “my contract says “(leafing 
through a bulky document) “that you are obliged to 
consult me about the script.” 
 

 
Alan Alda in full protest mode in the film ‘Sweet Liberty’ 

 
“True” responds the director laconically “So… now 
you’ve consulted!” He turns away. “Guys!” he shouts. 
“Come on! Let’s get this scenery shifted pronto!” I 
paraphrase from memory - but you get the idea. The 
scene has something important to tell us about the 
making of ‘Bismarck - 24 Hours to Doom’. 
 
Iain Ballantyne is the author of the excellent, gripping 
book on which this documentary is based. He is an 
outstanding writer on matters naval, and somehow also 
manages to produce every month - pretty much solo - 
‘Warships International Fleet Review’ magazine: a must-
read for naval professionals worldwide, packed with 
superb pictures. He is well known in naval circles as a 
stickler for accuracy - just like the Alan Alda character in 
‘Sweet Liberty’.  
 

Before I get into that in respect of ‘Bismarck - 24 Hours 
to Doom’, I must in fairness register the fact that there 
is much to admire in this film - not least the interviews 
with veterans. I understand that Iain Ballantyne actually 
went out to gather these on his own initiative and his 
own expense, over a number of years, to give them a 
voice in a timely manner. If that was indeed the case,  all 
credit to him. Those interviews are what give the film its 
beating heart, and alone make it worth your while to 
see it. 
 
Which makes mistakes made by the producers all the 
more disappointing. They simply cannot have listened to 
Ballantyne as their consultant, or they would have 
avoided using a computer graphic model of a KGV 
battleship to be Hood… or putting the Swordfish too 
close to Bismarck for a torpedo launch… or using the 
wrong archive footage: merchantmen in the final battle, 
Dunkirk survivors (from memory) coming ashore to 
stand in for those rescued from Bismarck… or having 
Bismarck with turret ‘Bruno’ still on her in the final 
torpedo attack, when they’d shown it blown off 
moments earlier… or failing to bring off the recreation 
of Bismarck’s Admiral Lutjens who a) didn’t look 
anything like him and b) spent most of his time sitting at 
a desk faintly worried, as if he'd lost a memo about 
potato stores. More will have been spotted by HMSHA 
members, no doubt. You just felt a real lack of grip on 
points like this. And they matter: each one chips away at 
your appreciation of the film. Saying most people 
wouldn’t have noticed is simply irrelevant. In factual TV 
the producers’ duty is to be, well, factual; and rectifying 
such basic errors before it's too late is not difficult, if the 
will is there. 
 
And I must add a real puzzlement, given the film’s title. 
There was nothing at all of the highly compelling 
description in Ballantyne’s book of conduct and events 
aboard Bismarck in her last 24 hours, as she steamed 
helplessly right into the jaws of the RN. A tragedy in the 
Aristotelian sense - arousing “terror and pity,” ending in 
catharsis. 
 
But I should celebrate more plus points too. Expert 
comment from Peter Hore, Rear Admiral Chris Parry and 
Ballantyne himself was spot on and to the point. Many 
of the computer graphics were excellent: the Bismarck 
and Ark Royal models, for example, and all the 
Swordfish sequences, flying and taking off. 
 
A mixed bag then. But definitely worth both making and 
watching. And do buy Iain Ballantyne’s  book, available 
(as they say) from all good book sellers. You won’t 
regret it. 
 
 
 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/bismarck-24-hours-to-doom
http://iainballantyne.com/bismarck-24-hours-to-doom/
http://iainballantyne.com/bismarck-24-hours-to-doom/
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The Washington Naval 
Conference, 1922 (Part 1) 

by David Chessum 

 
February 2022 marks the centenary of the signing of the 
Washington Naval Treaty - a landmark agreement which 
shaped naval developments, strategies, and 
programmes for the majority of the interwar period. 
The Treaty limited naval construction and ensured that 
Hood remained the largest warship in the world 
throughout the interwar years. An appreciation of the 
Conference and the Treaty which came out of it is, 
therefore, key to an understanding of the reputation 
which Hood built during this period and which survives 
to this day. 
 
The Association is grateful to naval historian David 
Chessum for this article, based on his PhD thesis, which 
traces the background to the conference and some of 
the principal outcomes. Here, in part one, Chris 
examines events which led to the calling of the 
conference. Parts two and three will follow in the 
Summer and Winter editions of The Chough. 
 
By the outbreak of World War One the US Navy ranked 
third in the world behind the British Empire and 
Germany, and the US had continued producing 
battleships during the war, laying down a further six in 
1915-17.  In 1916 an expansion programme including 
sixteen new capital ships intended to provide the US 
with a navy ‘second to none’ was authorised, but the 
entry of the US into World War One in 1917 forced a 
temporary hiatus in capital ship building so that the US 
could focus its shipbuilding resources on the production 
of smaller vessels to meet the then critical threat posed 
by German unrestricted submarine warfare.  Work on 
the capital ship program recommenced after the 
armistice, with all sixteen capital ships of the original 
1916 programme commenced by mid-1921 
 
Japanese naval policy at the time reflected the strategic 
and economic realities Japan faced.  As an island nation, 
Japan lacked the depth to retreat from an invading foe 
on land and required a navy capable of meeting and 
destroying any hostile expeditionary force at sea.  Japan 
also required a navy capable of ensuring access to 
critical markets on the Asian mainland.  The importance 
of a powerful Navy was reflected in a steady growth in 
the Statutory Strength of the Japanese Navy, as shown 
in Table 1 
 
Japan had enjoyed the benefits of a wartime economic 
boom, but this came to an end in 1921.  As Naval 
expenditure on the scale needed to build and support 
the 8-8 fleet consisting of eight battleships and eight 

battle cruisers1 was no longer economically sustainable,2 
it had been accepted prior to the WNC that the 8-8 fleet 
was impossible to realise and that Japan needed an 
excuse to abandon it3. 
 
Table 1:  Statutory Strength of the Japanese Fleet 
 

Budget 
Battleships 

Armoured Cruisers/ 
Battle Cruisers 

P-D D S-D 16” P-D D S-D 16” 

FY08 2 2   4    

FY12   4    4  

FY17   4 4   2 2 

FY18   4 4   2 4 

FY20    8    8 

Key:  P-D = Pre-Dreadnought, D = Dreadnought, S-D = Super 
Dreadnought, 16” = 16-inch gunned Super Dreadnought.  
Note that under the FY20 programme, some of the 16-inch 
ships may have been armed with 18-inch guns.  K Ono, 2014, 
The 8-8 Fleet Plan - Its Concept and Financial Affordability, 
Naval and Maritime Power in Two World Wars Conference, 
Greenwich, 11 April 2014. 

 
The neutralisation of the German and Austro-Hungarian 
fleets at the end of World War One had left the British 
Empire in a commanding position as shown in Table 2.  
Notwithstanding the obsolescence of many of the older 
British ships, the large margin of superiority over foreign 
navies was clear, and the primary British foreign policy 
objective was to “keep what we have and live in 
peace4.” 
 
Table 2:  Capital Ship Strengths – November 1918 
 

Country Battleships 
Built 

Battleships 
Building 

Battle 
Cruisers 

Built 

Battle 
Cruisers 
Building 

British 
Emp. 

33 0 9 4 

US 16 4 0 0 

Japan 5 2 4 0 

France 7 5 0 0 

Italy 5 1 0 0 

 
But by the end of 1920 the situation for the British 
Empire had changed drastically.  The battle cruiser Hood 
had been completed; but her three sisters were 
cancelled on 17 March 19196. The battleship Canada, 
purchased from Chile during the war had been sold back 
to the Chileans, and six other battleships and battle 
cruisers had been stricken.  No new ships were planned 
or building, and of the remaining ships in service eight 
were only armed with 12-inch guns and were of limited 
value.  Table 3 summarises the new situation for the 
three principal naval powers at the end of 1920, but 
what this table fails to emphasise is the extent to which 
the new Japanese and American ships outclassed their 
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British equivalents.  The American South Dakota class, 
six of which had been laid down, displaced 43,200 tons 
and were to be armed with twelve 16-inch guns, 
whereas the largest British battleships were only 31,000 
tons, armed with eight 15-inch guns, and had been laid 
down before World War One. 
 
Table 3:  Capital Ship Strengths – December 19207 

 

Country 

Battle 

Ships 

Built 

Battle 

ships  

Building 

Battle 
Cruisers 

Built 

Battle 
Cruisers 
Building 

Total 
Capital 
Ships 

Built & 

Building 

British 
Emp. 

28 0 8 0 36 

United 
States 

18 10 0 4 32 

Japan 6 3 4 2 15 

 
It was clear that the British policy of disarmament by 
example (or neglect) was failing, and that Britain’s 
supremacy at sea would soon be eclipsed unless action 
was taken.  Britain could no longer ignore the qualitative 
differences between the new ships building in Japan and 
the US, and her own ships.  In the Naval Shipbuilding 
Committee, Churchill argued for four new battleships to 
be built each year for the next four or five years8 and in 
1921 Britain finally ordered four G3 class battle cruisers, 
with plans to follow this with four N3 class battleships 
armed with 18-inch guns in 1922. [Ed.: An article 
comparing these ships with Hood will appear in a 
futured edition of The Chough.] The cost of these eight 
ships, together with new or converted aircraft carriers, 
totalled £84 million, but the Admiralty’s case was so 
sound in strategic terms that the prospects of it being 
funded were good.9 
 

 
An artist’s impression of the proposed U.S “South Dekota” 

Class Battleships 

 
The arms race between the three major naval powers 
was escalating, but the Governments in both the US and 
Britain were reluctant to fund the projected building 
programmes.  In the US support for a continuing US 
naval build-up had evaporated by 192010 and the Senate 
cut back naval appropriations and called on the 

President to convene a conference to negotiate a naval 
disarmament treaty.  The new Harding administration 
was now faced with a Senate unwilling to fund the 
existing programme11, and the realisation that both 
Japan and Britain were now building or planning vessels 
superior to the US vessels laid down under the 1916 
programme. The administration therefore initiated a 
conference on the limitation of armament to be held in 
Washington from 21 November 1921 to 6 February 
1922. 
 

FOOTNOTES 
1 - The number of capital ships indicated in the statutory 
authority related to ships that were under-age (assessed as 
being less than eight years old).  An unwritten assumption 
was that ships more than eight years old would be retained as 
a second-tier reserve, providing for a wartime fleet 
considerably larger than the number of ships authorised.  In 
addition to capital ships, the 8-8 fleet also included 22 light 
cruisers, 77 destroyers, and 80 submarines, along with 
complementary auxiliary vessels including aircraft carriers, 
tankers and mine warfare vessels etc. Ley to Alston, 11 Mar 
1920, DBFP Series 1, Vol. 6, pp1037-8. 
2 - S Asada, 2006, From Mahan to Pearl Harbor, Naval 
Institute Press, Annapolis, pp 57-58.  H Lengerer, 2020, The 
Eight-Eight Fleet and the Tosa Trials, Warship, 42, pp31-32.  K 
Ono, 2014, The 8-8 Fleet Plan - Its Concept and Financial 
Affordability, Naval and Maritime Power in Two World Wars 
Conference, Greenwich, 11 Apr 2014. 
3 - H Agawa, 1979, The Reluctant Admiral, Kodansha 
International, Tokyo, p28.  S Asada, 2006, From Mahan to 
Pearl Harbor, Naval Institute Press, Annapolis, pp57-58.  EP 
Hoyt, 2001, Japan's War, Cooper Square Press, New York, p54. 
4 - Foreign Office Memo, n.d. (Apr 1926), DBFP, Series 1A, Vol. 
1, p846. 
5 - A Preston, 1972, Battleships of World War I, Galahad, New 
York 
6 - Anderson to Cammell Laird, 17 Mar 1919, Wirral Archives 
Service, File GP84. 
7 - A Preston, 1972, Battleships of World War I, Galahad, New 
York. 
8 - D Van der Vat, 2001, Standard of Power, Pimlico, London, 
p142. 
9 - PM Kennedy, 1983, The Rise and Fall of British Naval 
Mastery, MacMillan, London & Basingstoke, p274. 
10 - PP O'Brien, Politics, Arms Control and US Naval 
Development in the Interwar Period, in PP O'Brien (ed), 2001, 
Technology and Naval Combat in the Twentieth Century and 
Beyond, Frank Cass, London & Portland, p151. 
11 - Secretary of State Hughes later admitted that the US 
could not have built all the ships authorised.  O Parkes, 1970, 
British Battleships, Seeley Service & Co, London, p651. 

 
 
In part two of his article, David will move on to consider 
the conference itself and the issues which were 
considered at it. 
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Sharks and the 
Special Service Squadron 

by John Oakley 

 
November of this year sees the centenary of the 
departure of Hood as flagship of the Special Service 
Squadron – also known as “The Empire Cruise” – in 
which Hood in company with H.M.S. Repulse and a 
squadron of cruisers circumnavigated the globe on a 
“showing the flag” venture. Members will be hearing 
much more about the cruise in forthcoming editions of 
The Chough. In the present article Association member  
John Oakley, an enthusiastic collector of anything 
related to the cruise, looks at how Hood’s crew came 
into contact with sharks. 
 
There has always been a certain mystery surrounding 
sharks, probably because most people have heard of 
them but very few have actually seen one, although 
they all know the frightening stories about these 
fearsome ‘man-eaters’.  Sighting a shark usually 
provokes a certain amount of excitement and I am sure 
this is how it was for the sailors during the World Cruise. 
 

 
 
Upon arrival in Sydney Harbour there were stern 
warnings about the presence of sharks which were 
delivered in the rather unsubtle Australian style.  For 
example, one local warning went as follows, ‘If you fall 
into the harbour, it is very unlikely that you will ever 
reach the bottom!’  Sadly, there was a certain amount 
of truth in this statement.  Not too far from the 

Squadron moorings there is a place called Shark Beach 
and another called Shark Island.  For those who doubted 
the presence of sharks, records show that between 
1852 and 2014 there were 43 shark attacks in the 
harbour including seven fatal attacks in Middle Harbour, 
each one by a bull shark.  Simple message to the 
Squadron, No Swimming! 
 

 
 
Upon arriving off the Fijian Islands the Squadron 
moored off Suva, just beyond the coral reef where it 
was perfect shark territory.  The larger varieties 
including bull and tiger sharks were there, but also 
plenty of the smaller (6-8 foot!) types such as reef, 
nurse, white tip, lemon, grey and silvertip.  As the 
Squadron was going to be moored for a few days, shark 
fishing over the side became an exciting way to pass the 
time, and a number of them were caught and hauled 
aboard, followed by photo sessions. 
 

Nautical A to Z 
 
Do you know the origin of “May Day”? 
 
May Day: 'Mayday' is the internationally recognized 
voice radio signal for ships and people in serious trouble 
at sea. The word comes from the French “m'aidez” 
which means "help me". 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hmshood.com/history/empirecruise/index.htm
javascript:;
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Sea Lawyer 
 

How far can Cakeism go? 

 
Really not that far when 
it comes to defence, 
despite the Prime 
Minister’s typically jovial 
formulation “My policy 
on cake is pro having it 
and pro eating it.” Not a 
runner in the defence of 
the realm, writes well-
respected City 
commentator Roger 
Bootle (picture), 
producing some 
interesting figures: in 

terms of GDP (Gross Domestic Product), for example, for 
all its military spending, Russia is 11th in world listings, 
just below much smaller South Korea – and half the size 
of the UK! But its greater “purchasing power” – what it 
can actually get done for its cash – means it can spend 
4.3% of its GDP on defence. Hence all that shiny new kit. 
Meanwhile Israel (GDP ranking 29) spends 5.6%, and 
North Korea (GDP ranking 100) nearly 25%! With the 
USA at 3.7%, we’re set to fall to below 2% – an 
historically low figure. The good news though - 
according to Mr Bootle - is that if we do end up going 
down to under or about 2%, an increase to 3% (where 
we were in 1992, after all) would mean about a 50% 
increase in capacity. He concludes: “The UK cannot hope 
to remain a front-rank military power while spending so 
little on defence… you really have to decide whether 
you want to have your cake or eat it… And if you don’t 
spend enough then the danger is somebody else will eat 
it.” Roger’s living and reputation, at his successful firm 
Capital Economics, depends entirely on his getting these 
things right. So, Prime Minister, cakeism is not enough! 
 

Dominator, and some… 

 
‘Global forecaster’ David Murrin has some keen ideas on 
how to balance the burgeoning naval forces of Russia 
and China. His main concept is for a super destroyer 
called the Dominator (developed from the planned Type 
83, artist’s impression above) aimed at dealing with the 
latest threat from the People’s Liberation Army Navy 
(no, they really do call it that) of China: ballistic anti-ship 
missiles. Used in massed attack. Lobbed up into the 
atmosphere and down on your ship at supersonic – or 
hypersonic – speeds. Nice. So, Murrin’s concept for the 
‘Dominator’ is for a near-cruiser armed with:  
 

• SM-3 anti-air missiles 

• Storm Shadow or Tomahawk land attack cruise 
missiles 

• Hypersonic anti-ship ditto 

• Sea-skimming missile that can split its warhead 
in three to take on 3 targets 

• And 48 Aster ant-ballistic missiles.  
 

 
 
He also opines that we need 5 more ‘Astute’ class 
nuclear attack submarines, and 12 (count ‘em) Air-
Independent Propulsion non-nuclear boats to secure UK 
waters and choke points. On a more immediately do-
able level, he thinks the weapons suite (more of a tiny 
bedsit, really) of the Offshore Patrol Vessels, new and 
old, needs much more bang for buck, to balance the 
heavily armed Russki patrol force.  You may sigh “If 
only…” but you can’t fault him for ambition! 
 

Hypersonic hopes 

 

 
 
The First Sea Lord (say FSL if you want to seem cool) is 
as ambitious as Mr Murrin it seems. He’s keen for RN to 
acquire hypersonic weapons – missiles artist’s 
impression above) which can travel at five times that of 
sound, which is roughly 760 miles per hour at sea level - 
so 3,800 miles per hour. They’re highly manoeuvrable - 
designed to be too quick and agile for traditional missile 
defence systems to detect in time. For FSL (see what I 
did there..?) this is a biggy. He aims for “… a future 
where we are setting ourselves a challenge to become a 
global leader in hypersonic weapons.” Hmm. We might 
be a bit late to the party, sir. China, the U.S., and Russia 
are already into hypersonic missiles (China claiming to 
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have sent one round the world) - along with several 
countries in the game: India, Japan, Australia, France, 
Germany and North Korea. The latter setting back yet 
again the chance of a decent diet for most of its 
population by doing so, no doubt. The leadership will be 
all right though – after all what’s Communism for, if it 
isn’t keeping the boss class nice and comfy? 
 

Weird Warship World 

 

 
 
Turkey, under its, how shall we put this, ebullient and 
forthright President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, is getting 
into the maritime forward posture act with a new 
project designed to deliver Special Forces - 6 of ‘em. 
Very like the last ‘Weird Warship’ we noted, in fact! The 
‘KM-STC-10’ (picture) is intended to cruise both above 
and below water, with its lower portion fast above 
water, and the upper part offering minimal resistance 
underneath the water. Down to 30 metres for the latter 
task – but only at 4 knots (takes you back to the first 
submarines, doesn’t it?) On the surface it gets up to 25 
knots. KM-STC-10 will be able to be delivered by ship or 
parachuted from the air, staying unseen by operating in 
semi-submerged, snorkelling, or full Monty underwater 
mode. At the moment it’s just a concept, but it’s 
designed to meet an official Turkish navy spec. Watch 
out Greece. 
 

Cigarette Card 
 
Thanks to Andy Poulastides for sending in photos of a 
cigarette card showing Hood’s engine room. 
 

  

North Norfolk Memorials 
By Paul Bevand and Sally Francis 

 
During a recent break with relatives in Boston, I took the 
opportunity to visit the war memorial at Burnham 
Market which includes the name of Victor Robert 
Francis, a Leading Stoker who was lost with Hood. It 
turned out to be quite a voyage of discovery… 
 
The memorial is located in the main street and features 
men lost in both wars from Burnham Market and the 
surrounding villages of Burnham Thorpe and Burnham 
Norton. 
 

 

 

 

The War Memorial in Burnham Market with close up of 
Victor’s name and the recently placed wooden cross 

featuring his name and “H.M.S. HOOD” 

 
At the time of my visit all I knew about Victor was that 
his wife Helen was recorded as living at the Prince of 
Wales pub in Burnham Norton – a small village that lies 
on a minor road which loops off the main A149 between 
Brancaster and Wells-next-the-sea - located just over a 
mile to the north of the war memorial in Burnham 
Market. 
 

 
The Prince of Wales pub from a period postcard 

 



 H.M.S. Hood Association | The Chough, Spring, 2022 26 

 

When I drove through the village there was no sign of 
the pub but further research when I returned home 
revealed that it was closed in 1956 and is now a Grade II 
listed building. As well as being a private residence it is 
the business address of Norfolk Saffron, England’s 
leading commercial saffron producer. Their web site 
remembers the Prince of Wales as “Burnham Norton’s 
traditional one room pub which closed in 1956.” In 
remembrance of the building’s history and in support of 
the East Anglia Air Ambulance they re-open as a “pop up 
pub” each year on the Saturday of the August Bank 
holiday. 
 
Although I had discovered through Ancestry that 
Victor’s widow had died in 2004 and his son in 2015, I 
had found a wooden memorial cross with his name and 
“H.M.S. Hood” written on it under the memorial in 
Burnham Market which seemed to suggest that there 
might still be relatives in the area. So, on the off chance 
that the new owners of the Prince of Wales might be 
able to help, I sent them an email. To my delight Sally 
Francis replied to say that Victor was her grandfather 
and Helen had been the last landlady of the pub. 
Through Sally we have been able to add much to the 
few details of her grandfather’s life that I had previously 
found on Ancestry or in official records: 
 
Victor was born on 2nd November at Stow Bedon which 
lies about 20 miles south east of Norwich. He was 
baptised at the local parish church on 11th January 
1903. His parents were Charles Robert and Ellen Louisa 
Francis. His father is recorded as a shepherd. 
Victor was the eighth of ten children. His father had 
been born in Ringshall, Suffolk and the family seems to 
have moved around East Anglia presumably in search of 
work.  
 
Sally takes up the story: 
 
“My grandfather lived in Shernbourne (Norfolk) as a 
little boy. The family moved to Burnham Market when 
he was 16, and his parents became licensees of the 
Victoria Public House there. I think that his father was 
still working as a shepherd then as well, for the 
Newcombe-Baker family in Burnham Thorpe (the 
neighbouring village). There was very little work in the 
Burnhams, which is why my grandfather joined up, 
along with his friend “Stoney” Williams (so named 
because the only work he had was stone 
picking/breaking).” 
 
He was quite a small man, and very slim, so he used to 
be able to crawl inside the ship’s fireboxes and rake out 
the clinker. He initially signed on for 12 years, then a 
further 10 years. He passed his Petty Officer exams but 
was never made up to that rank. 
  

  
Left: Victor during his service in H.M.S Coventry (1930-32) 

and (right) during a period a Victory Barracks 
 
My grandmother wrote that his first ship was H.M.S. 
Hollyhock, for 2½ years, visiting Shanghai, Japan and 
Port Darwin in Australia. He served on H.M.S. Witch 
(commission to Malta), Turquoise, Torbay, Toreador, 
Marshall Sault, Coventry (commission to Malta), and on 
Whale Island (H.M.S. Excellent), then lastly Hood (he 
spent 7 years on her, starting at the end of Aug 1933). 
  
My grandparents were married in Burnham Sutton 
church (listed under Docking district in the census 
records etc.), then lived first at the Victoria and later in a 
cottage in Burnham Norton. 
 

 
The wedding of Victor Francis and Helen Smith 

 
In 1937 Hood was in dry dock for an overhaul and my 
grandmother and father moved down to Portsmouth 
and went on board to tea every other Sunday. In 1938, 
they went back home to Norfolk. My grandfather was 
given leave in Feb 1941. He worked in the centre engine 
room and his job was to maintain the ship on an even 
keel by pumping oil between tanks on the port and 
starboard of the ship. To help him with this, his mate 
John Maunder, an artificer on the Hood, made him a 
brass inclinometer in an anchor shape. John Maunder 
was taken off the Hood during the war to crew a 
minesweeper that patrolled the North Sea. He survived 
the war and would often joke how when his ship was 
sailing along the Norfolk coast, he could see my gt 
grandmother’s bloomers on her washing line! 
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My grandfather earned extra money by cutting hair, as a 
sideline. 
  
When she was widowed, my grandmother and my father 
moved back into her family home, the Prince of Wales 
PH in Burnham Norton. 
  
My grandmother wrote this about the Hood: “I was 
never lucky [enough] to see her come home into port, 
but I saw her leave twice and she really was a splendid 
sight as she slowly left the Dock Yard, with the band 
playing  and all the crew who were not on duty lining the 
deck. On she went, past the Fort, and slowly gathering 
speed, she gave a toot on her siren and was off down 
the Sound and out of sight.” 
 
Victor Robert Francis 
2nd November 1902 to 24th May 1941 
 
Served in Hood: 
31st August 1933 to 3rd May 1935 
(Stoker 1st Class then Acting Leading Stoker) 
 
7th September 1936 to 24th May 1941 (Leading Stoker) 
 

We will remember them. 
 

Ventis Secundis 
 
 

Book Review 
By Paul Bevand 

 

The British Way of War by Prof. Andrew Lambert 

 
Members who attended our 
last dinner held over its 
traditional late May weekend 
will recall the speech given to 
us by our guest of honour 
Professor Andrew Lambert – 
the Laughton Professor of 
Naval History at King’s College 
London. 
 
Since then, Professor Lambert 
has been busy putting the 
finishing touches to his latest 

book, “The British Way of War” which was published by 
Yale University Press in October last year. 
 
Sub titled “Julian Corbett and the Battle for a National 
Strategy” the book examines Sir Julian Corbett’s 
influence on this ‘battle’ during the early years of the 

20th century. Corbett was a civilian had trained as a 
lawyer but, due to substantial private means, did not 
need to enter practice. Instead, he turned his hand to 
writing. Having started with novels Corbett gravitated 
towards historical accounts - initially biographies of 
naval heroes such as Drake but later more serious 
studies and analyses of campaigns for which his legal 
training fitted him well.  
 
His writing, along with work for the Navy Records 
Society, brought Corbett to the attention of Admiral Sir 
John ‘Jacky’ Fisher, - Second Sea Lord from 1902 and 
First Sea Lord from late in 1904. Professor Lambert 
relates how Corbett worked with Fisher in his 
revolutionary plans for the entry and training of officers 
and, more particularly, in developments to the War 
Courses run for senior officers. Corbett’s teaching at the 
War College would influence the thinking on matters of 
strategy, tactics and doctrine of many of the senior 
officer of World War 1. 
 
The mid-Edwardian years were a period in which the 
“battle for national strategy” was being fought. In the 
aftermath of the Boer War the Army was argued that 
they needed an expanded force to protect the county 
from the threat of invasion. On the other hand, Fisher, 
supported by historical analysis from Corbett, argued 
that it was the Navy who had always prevented invasion 
and that the army was “a projectile to be fired by the 
Navy.” 
 
After the war Corbett was appointed to write the 
Official History of Naval Operation and Professor 
Lambert relates the various battles he faced in doing so 
– particularly from the then First Sea Lord Admiral 
Beatty in respect of the narrative of the Battle of 
Jutland. Sadly, Corbett died in 1922 having written only 
the first three volumes and Professor Lambert laments 
the loss of the analysis of strategy across the war which 
would have followed at the end of the Official History 
series had Corbett lived. 
 
Overall, a superbly insightful work on what I always find 
a fascinating period of history. Highly recommended. 
 

Letters 
From members and friends 
 

Memoirs of Victor A Osborne 

 
Email from Moya Jackson - December 2021 
 
I have enjoyed reading these memoirs because he must 
have almost certainly served at least 10 months with my 
father in 1936-37. They were both torpedo men and 
around the same age. 
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I also noted he mentioned a Princess dressed as a 
Captain being married to Prince George. I can shed 
some light on his memory:  
 
Princess Marina of Kent (Prince George was the 
youngest son of George V who became the Duke of 
Kent) was made Commandant of WRNS in 1940 when 
they had reformed in 1939. She remained our 
Commandant until her death1968, which I remember 
clearly because I was serving at the time.  
 
Later, in 1974, Princess Anne became Commandant and 
has remained so, altering her title to Admiral now, in 
today's integrated RN.  
 
Princess Marina was also a first cousin to Prince Philip, 
as her title before marriage was Princess Marina of 
Greece and Denmark.  
 
I also remember my Dad talking about Roedean, which 
is just down the coast from here, and the joke about 
'ringing for a mistress'.  
 
I can confirm Victor's memories about the tunnel down 
to the beach are correct. 
 

H.M.S. Hood Association Newsletter 

 
Email from Renate St Clare Tracy - December 2021 
 
Dear Michael, Jackie and the committee members  
Thank you so much for sending us the copy of the 
newsletter with the beautifully written article “Shine a 
Light” by Jackie Miller.  
 
The family are absolutely delighted and it is a wonderful 
dedication to Albert Emmett and all the other brave 
souls who gave their lives on the loss of H.M.S. Hood.  
A big thank you to The H.M.S. Hood Association for their 
continued hard work promoting the history and 
remembrance of the mighty Hood and all who served in 
her.  

I wish my late husband was still here to see this 
dedication to his father, mother and grandparents. He 
would have been overwhelmed. 
 
Thank you again, with warmest regards, Renate, 
Danielle and Natasha.  
 

Newsletter 

 
Email  from Jenny King - December 2021 
 
Thank you for an absolutely fantastic newsletter, full of 
interest and thoughtfulness.  Am now off to search local 
war memorials for any Hood casualties.  Best wishes to 
you both and Seasons Greetings. 
Jenny King (AB Stanley Collett) 
 

Can you help? 
By Jackie Miller 

 
The piece entitled “North Norfolk Memorials” shows 
how much can be uncovered about Hood casualties 
simply by following up names on your local war 
memorials. Why not find out which Hood men are listed 
on memorials near where you live? Just visit the 
casualties by county and town page on the web site to 
check. 
 
You can help by 
 
• Taking photos of local memorials which name 

members of Hood’s crew. 

• Getting word out to local nostalgia/history groups 
and local newspapers to try to find photos of those 
men for whom we don’t yet have photos. 

 
We would love you to be involved! You will be helped 
and supported. 
 
Please contact Alex Ray at media@hmshood.org.uk or 
email chough@hmshood.org.uk 
 

 

Your Chough 
The Chough is edited by Paul Bevand, while articles are sourced and collated by Jackie Miller. Please keep contributions 
coming in, e.g.: 
 
• Photos of local war memorials showing the name/s of Hood’s lost men  

• We often hear how people globally are 'Spreading the Word' about Hood. If you are involved in an event where you 
'spread the word' do let us know with a write-up and photo.  

• A suitable (naval linked) book review 
 
We publish three editions per year - the next one will be published in the summer. You can contact Paul and Jackie at: 
chough@hmshood.org.uk. 

Ventis Secundis 
© Copyright rests with individual authors or with H.M.S. Hood Association where no author is given. 
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