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Welcome Back
And a Happy New Year
It has been wonderful seeing our enthusiastic, well-rested pupils back in school (all keen
to tell us what Santa brought them!). We are looking forward to the rest of the academic
year and all of the exciting opportunities it will bring. We have letters waiting for Year 3
and 4 from our French partner school in Toulouse. Mrs Cross has been busy organising
Geography visits for pupils right across the school and we have a range of extracurricular activities on offer (including bushcraft this half term). We also have a new
teacher in place to cover Mrs Burrell’s maternity in Honeybees. Her name is Mrs
Mitchell! We will call her Mrs M to avoid confusion.
I must touch on Covid-19 at this point. You’ll all be aware of increasing rates of infection.
There have been some minor changes to arrangements in school, but they mostly affect
our working practices so things will look very similar for you as parents and carers. The
main points that affect families are the changes to isolation periods and what to do in
the case of close contact to a Covid-19 case:
• There is no need for primary age pupils (those in Year 6 and below) to regularly test,
unless they have been identified as a contact of someone who has tested positive
for Covid-19 and are therefore advised to take lateral flow tests every day for 7 days.
They should continue to attend school during this time.
• Individuals with a positive case may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their
self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer
required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no
earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours
apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian
discretion. If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high
temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative test result
and return to your education or childcare setting from day 7.
For the detailed information, please see the Covid Secure Arrangements on the Policies
section of the school website.

Yesterday, the UK Health Security Agency announced that from 11th
January asymptomatic people in England who test positive for coronavirus
(COVID-19) on a lateral flow device (LFD) test no longer need to get a
confirmatory PCR test. Their isolation period can start immediately following
their positive LFD test result. These individuals should still report their test
results on GOV.UK.
This is a temporary measure while coronavirus rates remain high across the UK.
Whilst levels of coronavirus are high, the government has said that the vast
majority of people with positive LFD test results can be confident that they
have coronavirus
LFD tests should only be taken by people who do not have
coronavirus symptoms. Anyone who develops has symptoms should selfisolate and take a PCR test. They must self-isolate if they get a positive test
result, even if they have had a recent negative LFD test – these rules have not
changed.

Tesco Community Grant
Please support Applegarth’s Greenhouse Project if you are shopping in Tesco
over the next few months. We plan to build a poly-tunnel on the field to extend
our growing season and give our pupils further opportunities to learn about
food production, cooking and nutrition. We also plan to donate any surplus
produce to charities to feed people in need.
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Pictures of the new wildlife
area are on there! Thank you
PTA

