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Tuesday 5th October 

Collins Big Cat eBook Library for Phonics 
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
I am very pleased to let you know that HarperCollins has completed the set up our school’s brand new eBook library. 
 
Attached to this letter are your child’s personal log in details and instructions for how to access the eBook. HarperCollins 
have assured us that the eBook library should work on any device (e.g. laptops, tablets, PCs, phones, etc). It may even be 
that if you have a games console with internet capability and browser, that you can access the eBook library from there. 
 
iOS app 
The Collins eBooks app is available to download for iOS from the Apple Store. The app is free to download, and you can use 
the same log in details. When using the app, you can download books to your device, after which you can then access them 
without needing to be connected to the internet. 
 
Collins are currently in the process of developing an app for Android devices.  
 
Reading Practice Books 
 
This eBook library is a great tool for reading practice at home as your child will build a library of books which they will be able 
to read with 95% to 100% fluency. This means reading phonics books at home can be an opportunity for you to share with 
your child their increasing successes as they move through the phonics programme. 
 
Unlike the previous way we shared books in school, where books needed to be returned before another could be given, 
your child will always have access to the eBooks their teacher has released for them. This means they can revisit them 
as often as you or they like and enjoy reading with a great deal of success to build a high level of confidence. 
 
We do appreciate that this shift to online decodable phonics books can feel counter-intuitive to the way we have previously 
shared phonics books with you. The reason for this is that we have introduced focussed phonics reading practice sessions 
into our weekly timetables in reception, Year 1 and 2. This means that three times a week your child will participate in 
highly-focussed practice session led by one of our trained adults in school. Within these sessions, the trained adult will 
practice the three read approach: decoding (leading to automatic reading), prosody (fluency and expression) and 
comprehension (understanding). Once they have completed these sessions, the book they have been using in school will be 
released via the eBook library. As the printed versions of these decodables need to remain in school to facilitate our reading 
practice, we are unable to send children home with a printed copy of the book. If you are having difficulties accessing the 
eBooks, please speak with your child’s class teacher or myself. 
 
Read to Me Books 
I would just like to take this opportunity to thank you for all the lovely comments in your children’s reading records about 
how you are sharing and enjoying the Read to Me books at home. Your children’s teachers have loved seeing the 
engagement and togetherness sharing these books which has taken place at home. Children have the freedom to choose 
their own Read to Me books and are given many opportunities to change their book throughout the week. As we value the 
importance of developing reading for pleasure through high-quality, real books, I am excited to let you know that we will 
have some new titles coming soon in the Read to Me books for your child to choose from. We are currently in the process of 
allowing pupils to choose how we invest further into our Read to Me books – watch out for an update on our newsletter! 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs Hopkin  
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