
 

 

Moon Zoom! (Imaginative learning project) 
 

Driver subject: Design Technology 

Companion projects: What keeps us dry? How does it feel? Taxi! 

 
CRASH! What’s that in the playground? Let’s go outside and take a look. Stand back everyone – it looks like a UFO 
has crash landed. Find out who might have landed by exploring the craft and investigating scattered scientific 
specimens. Create a ‘Welcome to Earth’ box for an alien explorer. What can you put in it to help explain what life is 
like on our planet? Would you like to be an astronaut? You’ll need a pretty sturdy spacecraft if you do. Start off small 
by making an air-propelled rocket. How far can you make it travel? Find out the names of the planets. There’s 
Mercury, Neptune, Mars and – do you know any others? I’ve forgotten the rest. Then, an alien is found. Can you help 
get him home? It’s got the experts in a right kerfuffle. Professor Pong doesn’t know what to do. Are you ready for 
take off Year 1? Hold tight. 5, 4, 3, 2, 1… LIFT OFF! 
 

Parent information 
The countdown has begun. Are you ready for blast off? 
 
This half term, we’ll travel through space to learn about the Solar System. We’ll investigate an alien crash site, write 
an incident report and try to find the aliens who have landed. Where could they be? We’ll make models of the Solar 
System and design spaceships, space buggies and space-related toys. Books and photographs will help us to learn 
about the first lunar landing and the astronauts who venture into space. Floor robots will be programmed to move 
around an alien landscape, and we will compose space sounds and dances. We’ll also explore satellite images, 
investigate rockets and use ICT to communicate our ideas and present our work. 
 
At the end of our project, we’ll share our learning in a variety of different ways. We’ll read our exciting science-
fiction stories aloud, sing space-themed songs and create an exhibition of our space models. It will be out of this 
world! 
 

Help your child prepare for their project 

There’s so much to learn about space! Why not stay up late and look at the stars? A stargazing app could help you 
identify well-known constellations. You could also visit the local library and find some exciting space stories and 
information books to share. Alternatively, create extraordinary aliens using modelling clay or a drawing app. 

 

 

 

Art and Design

•Models of the solar system

Computing Links

•Drawing software; Algorithms; Email; Photo storiesaking tombs and pyramids

Suggested texts

•Aliens in Underpants Save the World - Claire Freedman; Q Pootle 5 - Nick Butterworth; Man on the Moon (A Day 
in the Life of Bob) - Simon Bartram; Beegu - Alexis Deacon; A Pea Called Milred - Margot Sunderland

Memorable Experience

•Alien crash scene investigation

Design Technology

•Designing and making space-themed vehicles; Evaluating toys; Using mechanisms

History

•Significant people - Astronauts; Changes within living memory

Science Links

•Properties of everyday materials; Working scientifically

PSHE Links


