
 

 

Britain at War (Knowledge-rich project) 
 

Driver subject: History 

Companion projects: Make Do and Mend; Light; Evolution and  

Inheritance; Distortion and Abstraction; Beetles and Butterflies 

 
This project teaches children about the causes, events and consequences of the First and Second World Wars, the 
influence of new inventions on warfare, how life in Great Britain was affected and the legacy of the wars in the post-
war period. 
 

Parent information 
In the Britain at War project, your child will learn about the main causes of the First World War and which countries 
were the major players. They will investigate why so many men volunteered to fight and then sequence the events 
at the start of the war. Using various sources of evidence, the children will learn about life in the trenches and the 
consequences of new weaponry. They will listen to first-hand accounts of life on the home front and evaluate the 
impact of war on everyday life. They will also discover the events that led to the Allied Powers’ victory and the 
consequences of the Treaty of Versailles. The children will also learn about the causes and main events of the 
Second World War. They will find out how Britain prepared itself for war and the war’s impact on civilian life. They 
will learn about the Battle of Britain and how it proved to be a key turning point for the Allied Powers. They will also 
hear about Anne Frank and discover what her story tells us about the treatment of Jewish people by the Nazi Party. 
The children will research the causes and consequences of the end of the Second World War and investigate the 
legacy of the wars in Britain. Closer to home, the children will research the life of a local First World War hero who 
sacrificed their life fighting for Britain. They will also investigate the legacy of these global conflicts in the post-war 
period. 
  
 

Geography

•Place and interconnections; Maps

Science Links

•Can you send a coded message?

Suggested novels

•Goodnight Mister Tom - Michelle Magorian

Memorable Experience

•War museum

History

•First and Second World Wars; Causes; Warring nations; Weaponry, warfare and technology; Key events and 
battles; Impact on citizens and everyday life; Significant leaders; End of war; Local history study; 
Remembrance; Post-war Britain


