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After the first wave of Covid-19, schools were allocated additional catch up funding. We
targeted our resources on three priorities (the green text is the impact so far). Despite the
massive disruption we have faced, we have continued to drive school improvement. The
consequence is an improvement in standards in many key areas since the end of the
2018/2019 academic year (which was an undisrupted year prior to Covid-19).
Priority 1) Promote engagement in online learning through enhanced provision for online
platforms and an enhanced remote learning offer
• Engagement and/or attendance in the second lockdown was around 90% in

comparison to 66% in the first lockdown (National Average was approximately 60%).
We built this up from around 75% at the beginning of the 2021 lockdown.

Priority 2) Implement 1:1 tuition to ensure pupils catch up in reading
• 90% of Year 2 pupils met the standard in the phonics screening check (compared to

81% at the end of 2019- a year in which there was no pandemic).
• Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 all increased the percentage of pupils reading at the expected

standard from autumn term 2020 to spring term 2021 (whilst Year 2 maintained their
standards).

Priority 3) Raise standards in Reception and Key Stage One by increasing the teacher to pupil
ratio with the addition of a single age groupYear 1 class
• There has been a 25% increase in pupils on track in phonics at the end of spring term 

in Reception compared with the same point last year.
• Despite the pandemic and lockdowns, we have at least 67% on track to achieve a  

Good Level of Development in Reception compared with 66% at the end of 
the 2018/2019 academic year. We anticipate this could be as high as 85% if 
our targeted interventions continue to be as impactful as they have been.

• In maths in Year 1, those achieving EXS+ increased by 9% from autumn 2020 to spring 
2021 (despite a 6 week lockdown).

These indicators are very promising and demonstrate that we are on track to achieve what 
the governing body and school team set out to achieve: to rapidly improve pupil outcomes 
from Reception to Year 6.. 

If a key worker or vulnerable pupil is going to be absent on a
day we are expecting them to be present, please inform the
school office via telephone in the normal way.

Applegarth Covid Recovery Update



Calendar
Please go to the online calendar on the school website. New summer term dates
have been added for upcoming events.

http://www.applegarth.n-yorks.sch.uk/calendar/

