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We have been very impressed with the response from our families
and their efforts with online learning (see below for engagement
figures). This lockdown is the third and also potentially the longest
one we will face so it is vital that we ensure a high standard of
education for pupils learning from home. Remember, we are here to
guide you should you require any technical support. As long as you
are actively engaging daily with the work being set, you should be
proud of yourself and what you are doing for your family: we
certainly are. It is vital that you look after yourselves and each other
to make this sustainable too. We have added new links and
information on our website to help families find support for a range
of issues if they need it (follow the link and find the heading Links
with External Agencies): http://www.applegarth.n-
yorks.sch.uk/key-information/safeguarding/
.

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Creativity for 
Resilience
One of our Parent Governors is
involved in a Facebook group
which has been designed to
help primary school children
become more resilient through
using creativity. Every week,
creative practitioners share
wonderful children's activities
ranging from painting, music
and drama and lots more in
between.
Every workshop can be watched
again at a time that works for
families and it's FREE. The link
below and the Facebook group
is called Creativity for Resilience
at The Start Studio UK.
https://www.facebook.com/gro
ups/3349935351785497/?ref=s
hare

Seesaw Protocols
Seesaw posts are monitored
from Monday to Friday during
working hours. Posting work
during these times is best for
prompt approval and feedback.
The benefit of our remote
strategy is the flexibility it
offers so you are welcome to
post after hours and will get a
response the next day. One
teacher from each team is
responsible for remote learning
every day. The feedback you
get will sometimes be from
your child’s usual teacher
(other times from another
teacher in their phase).

Engagement in Remote Learning

We all know from direct experience just how important it is for
pupils at home to be engaging regularly, and at length, with
the home learning set by teachers. A huge well done to all of
our families for the improvement in engagement we’ve seen
already during this lockdown.

Many of our classes have online engagement of
90% and above.
There are some groups for whom engagement is lower than this.
We will continue to contact and work with families with low
engagement. Remote learning is compulsory and we are
aiming for a minimum of 96% across the whole school.

http://www.applegarth.n-yorks.sch.uk/key-information/safeguarding/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3349935351785497/?ref=share


If you have the Amazon Kindle app and a subscription, you 
can access thousands of free books for your child to read. 
During the lockdown, Amazon Kindle has made even more 
books than ever available for free including some Harry 
Potter titles and some David Walliams’ books. Children’s 
books are categorised as Children’s eBooks

https://library.thenational.academy From 
this Monday (18th January), the Oak National 
Academy have introduced their virtual 
school library. Each week they will host an 
author of the week who will provide children 
with free books, exclusive videos and their 
top three recommended reads.

www.teachyourmonstertoread.com is a great website 
for younger readers who are using phonics. It is free to 
sign up via the website as it is funded by the Usborne 
Foundation. This website will provide children with 
valuable extra phonics practice and support them in 
developing a love for reading.

Every child at school has a Reading Eggs account 
which can be accessed via Wonde or from their 
personal log in. Children may be set directed work 
on this app from their teacher. However, children 
are still able to access a wide range of reading 
materials, including a library of ebooks in their own 
time. The website is incredibly intuitive and will 
recognise the stage of reading your child is at based 
on outcomes from previous activities.

https://www.booksfortopics.com/homebooks have 
created very useful guides for parents to support 
reading at home. The website hosts a selection of 
parent guides and QR codes taking you directly to 
free videos of a range of children’s books being 
read aloud, some are even read by the author!

https://library.thenational.academy/
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/homebooks

