
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are many ways in which you can support your child at home with their reading. This section of the 
document will outline ways in which you can do this with the two books which come home. 
 

When your child is in the early stages of reading development, they will bring home two books: a decodable 
phonics book and a Read to Me book to enjoy. It is very important that you understand the purpose of each 
book and how they should be used at home to support reading. 
 

Phonics Book 
This book will have been carefully selected by your child’s class teacher and/or the support staff working 
with your child. This book will appear ‘easy to read’ and that is because they should be! These books will 
contain only the GPCs (sounds written down) and tricky words which your child already knows. Phonics 
books should be read and re-read to allow children plenty of opportunity to practise applying their 
decoding skills. We are looking for 95% to 100% accuracy when reading these books at home for each 
read. If this is not happening, it would be a good idea to speak with your child’s class teacher.  
 

When reading and re-reading at home, there is a basic structure which you can follow to make each read a 
little different for your child and to fully support their early reading when using these books.  

        1         2        3 
Reading to Decode  Reading to Understand  Reading for Expression 

A selection of our Big Cat Phonics for Letters and Sounds Books 
 

1st Read: Reading to Decode 
This read is the most important of all three reads for developing confidence with phonics and word reading: 
it may be repeated over a few days. 
 

This is your child’s opportunity to practise sounding out words using the GPCs (sounds written down) and 
tricky words which they already know. We call this decoding – working out how the sounds fit together so 
they can read and say the word. For example, the word cat is made up of three sounds c-a-t and the word 
cloak is made up of four sounds c-l-oa-k. Your child may bring home sound cards (GPCs) which should be 
practised regularly at home. If you would like support in pronouncing the sounds, look for the video on our 
Phonics and Early Reading webpage or click here. 
 

It is really important that during this first read, the children are not using the pictures for clues. They should 
be encouraged to identify the sounds and put them together to read the word (decoding and blending). 
Clicking on this link will take you to a video which clearly demonstrates identifying the individual sounds 
within a word and putting them together to read the word (blending). Alternatively, visit our Phonics and 
Early Reading webpage and look for the Learning to Blend video. 

Early Reading at Home  



 

2nd Read: Reading to Understand 
This is your child’s opportunity to develop their understanding of what they are reading. It is a great 
opportunity for you to spend time with your child discussing their book and checking their understanding 
of what they have read. Many of the decodable phonics books your child will bring home have suggested 
comprehension questions in the front or back. 

 
3rd Read: Reading for Expression 
During this read, you could model how to read different words or sentences with expression, intonation and 
pausing for effect. Your child could be your echo to see if they can re-read what you have read with the 
same expression and intonation. It is really useful at this stage to point out the punctuation which can have 
an effect on how we read. For example, if we see an exclamation mark (!) or question mark (?) it will change 
how we read the word or sentence out loud. This stage is the bridge between decoding and understanding 
because if a child begins to independently read with expression and intonation, using punctuation clues, 
you can tell they understand what they are reading. 
 

Prior to reading with your child for expression, you could practise their sound cards or review any words 
which they have had some difficulty decoding during your other reading sessions at home. You could even 
revisit some of the comprehension questions you have asked them to check their understanding. 
 

Read to Me Book 
Your child will have had complete freedom to choose this book, or they may have had it recommended to 
them by an adult in school. Your child may even bring the same book home, or revisit books they have 
previously enjoyed. This is because the Read to Me book is all about developing a love of reading and 
sharing stories. If you’ve enjoyed a particular book with your child, you could request to read it again! 
 

The Read to Me books are a sharing text for enjoyment, engagement and togetherness. Children may not 
be able to read these books independently which is absolutely fine – it likely that this will be the case with 
these books. They may enjoy having this book read to aloud to them. In doing this, you will be modelling 
the use of high-quality language with your child. This book could even become part of your bedtime 
routine. 
 

When reading these books, you could stop and have a discussion with your child to check their 
understanding of the story, you may model reading with expression and intonation, you may even spot 
some words your child should know and encourage them to help you with them. 
 

We are constantly growing and developing our Read to Me collection. If your child has any pre-loved story 
books which you think other children will enjoy, we would be very grateful of the donations and will add 
them to our Read to Me collection with a donation acknowledgement sticker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  


